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| ofthe tragicke loues of 

' FHipolizo and Iſabella, 


Neapolitans, 

, Mongſt all the accidents 
* {RIVA Ws that viſually draw men 
[ WY J into the greateſt admi- 
ration & aſtoniſhment, 


| chereare none ſoſtrange 
FE or prodigious as thoſe 
| which Loucproduccth : A paſſion, or 
'rather fury, ſo violent, as that, ouer- 
; throwing the reaſon and vnderſtanding 
zof thoſe ir ſeazeth, it leanes them no 
|confideration of the enent of what it 


| makes them vndertake. And although 
B the 
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tho. examples of-the .warres, eucrli. 
ons of Kingdomes and eſtates, with 
the-errors it hath--cauſed- the wiſeſt 


men to commit, and the ruines into 


which it hath precipitated the greatefl 
petſonages, be fo ordinaryas no. man 
can be ignorant of-them , yet wee finde 
ſcarce one thatwilf make the right vie 
of thera; neuerthelefle, they ought to 
be knowne, tothe end that ſome more 
happy than the reſt, may by the repre- 
ſentation of others miſeries, be diverted 
from falling into the like. Amongſt the 
chiefelt where this paſſion hath diſplai- 


_ ed hertragicall effe&s z This of which 


I now vndertake to write, deſerves a 


_ remarkable place. | 


1taly hath been in all times a region 
fertile in highand nobſeſpirirs, a > 
pþable of the greateſt & fulleſt fruits/of 
vertueor vice,/and alſorhe moſt amo- 
rous'and ſubic& ro louc of all other Na- 
tions: which -hath been the my 
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of Hipolito aud Iabella, 
at the men (finding: this mi 
Jeommon and naturall ro them) haue 


jen {6 ſtri& &ſeuere in their reſtraint, 
6 which chey ſubie& them, as nor aſ- 
wred of their chaſtities without the in. 
dition of the ſ1ghr and frequentati- 
nh of men, excepting onely the conucr- 
tion of their necrc allies. Now as 
of oft all che Townes of /ra/y, where 
Ferrues and faire exerciſcs arc in greateſt 
commendation, and where 'is com. 
monly che beſtand nobleſt company, 
aples is one of the chicte, and where 
here is a greater liberry then in other 
ities of the Countrey. In this Cirie 
there lined a Gentleman, F462:1io by 


hame, who as well for the much deſerc 
dfhis vertues, as for the noblenes of his 


deſcer, held che place of one of themoſt 
zonoured Magiſtrates ofthe Citie ; In 
hichcharge heſo wel demeaned him- 


ife,and got himſclte ſo good a reputa- 
B 2 tion 
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4 The Tragicall Hiſtory + 
tion,as having buried one Wife, hee | 
married a ſecond, of birth and meancs 
much aboue his owne : for though 
both Nature and Fortune had yeclded 
him cnovgh, yer they both had more 
aduantaged her than him. This We- 
man by name Zisz4 , had to her firſt 
Husband a Lord of the beſt blond of 

the Country, who left her two chil- 
dren, the eldeſt named Powpezs, the 0- 

ther Cornelio. Fabritio had by his 
firſt Wife amongſt other children a 

daughter named 7ſabella, thewhich be- 

fides an excclient beauty with which 

ſhe was adoracd, was endoyed with fo 

great an vnderſtanding, as ſhe ſeemed 

notonely to ſurpaſſe thoſe of her ape, | 

(which was then abour fiftcene or (ix- 

rcenc yeares) but to leaue ſhore of her, 

all thoſe that ener nature had produced 

excellent of her ſex, in ſuch ſort as ſhe}. 

was cſtcemed and admired of all as the| 

wonder” of her time. And that which| 

| ycelded 


| of Hipolito and Iabella, 5 


] ycelded her more luſter, was a certaine 


brauc and proud faſhion,but ſurcd with 
a (weetneſfſe agreeable to ber age and 
condition, that made her louecd and fea. 
red bothar once. Thoſe whom N.- 
ture hath giuen to taſte theſweerneſſe 
of a fatherly loue, may imagine what 
pleaſure and contentment Signiour F a- 
britio receiued in being tather of many 
hopefull children, ſpecially of ſo rare a 
treaſure as this daughter, being withall 
fauoured witi ſo great an increaſe of 
fortunes, and conuenience (by this (e- 
cond marriage) to breed & morc high- 
ly aduance his children, andchicfly his 
T1{abella:for whom he & his wife Liv 


| had deſigned a marriage with Pompers 


(her eldeſt ſonne by her firſt Husband) 
who of her part alſo was moſt glad to 
haue ſo happily found for her ſelfe fo 

ood a Daughter, and her Son ſo fairea 
Wiſebreeding her more carefully then 
if ſhe had been her naturall child. The 
| B 3 good 


6 "The Tragicall Hiſtory 
good and commendable proic of this 
marriage being agreed on by theſe Pa- 
rents, and wheron they built the prin- 
cipall happineſle of rheir houfe and fa- 
mily, brought them imuch more cuine 
then ir had promiſed them. content= 
ment ; being the ordinary pleaſure of 
fortune to build vpon the foundation 
of our defignes, eucnts moſt contrary 
to-our hopes, This Mzid to whom the 
greatneſſe of her wit (with her know- 
ledge of Letters) did aduance the dif- 
courſe of her ſoule to rhe indging of 
things farreaboue her ſex, or whar her 
age mighr ſceme to beare, did make her 
alſediſdaine that which fthee rhought 
vnworthy of her fairc parts, beſtowing 
her time more on privacy than conucr- 
ſation,” partly in ſtudy, partly in Mn- 
ſicke ; ſometime marrying with her In- 
Arument her voice, which ſhehad per. 
fealy ſweet ; ſometime vfing her Nee- 
dle in working ſome rare Story,or curi. 
ous 
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of Hipolito and Iſabella, 7 
ous. Hieroglifique , that euery thing 
might bee a witneſſe of the well ſpen.. 
ding of hcr time. * _. | 
_ Being arrived at the ſcuenteenth 
cere of her ape, ſhee had notice giuen 
er by her father of her appointed huſ- 
and, 'with much diſcourſe of the ſenſe 
The ought to hatic of ſo good a fortune. 
To which [hee mide ſuch anſwer, asa 
Father may expe from ſuch a daugh- 
ter ; who bceſought him onely to leave 
yera while ſome liberty ro her youth, 

nd time to frame her ſelfe tothe obe. 
dience of a Husband. 
_ . Livis being diſcreet and wiſe, and 
knowing many imperfe&ions in her 
Sonne, Fad left him to abide cuer fince 
her marriage in a Countrey houſe of 


hers, ſome eight or ten miſes from Ns- 


ples, where ſhe kept diſcreet and well- 
faſhioned pcople about him, to the end 
to corre& and ſome way amend the il! 
habits of hisminde and body, for cer- 

| B 4 eainly 


8 The Tragicall Hiftory 
tainly hee was borne vnplcafing to the 
eye, and very vncapable of any _ 
gentle or vertuous : but as it is vapoth- 
ble to ouercome ſo great an enemy as 
Naturc, (which though you beat from 
you, yet will retnrne againe) ſo proued 
the care, ofhis Mother, and the paine 
of thoſe about him moſt vnproficebil 
to this young man, who having attai- 
aed ro che age of twenty two yecres, 
wasthen aducrtiſed by his Mother of 
her intention for his marriage,of which 
the beauty of this faire Maid made him 
ſogreedily defirous, that after his firſt 
ſghr of her he had no diſpoſition to be 
from his Miſtreſle, who then began to 
looke better upon him then ſhee was 
woont to doe before ſhee knew her Fa- 
thers pleaſure, So frequentation made 
her know him, and her knowledge of 
him to diſdaine him z her diſdaine bred 
hatred, her hate deſpaire, and deſpaire 
choſe ſtrange reſolutionsin her that = 
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{ball hercafrter vnderſtand. In this 
time an Vncle of hers, called Zipelire, 
was returned homefrom Bolon;a,where 
he had remained foure or fiuc yeeres,as 
well to ſtudy, as to learne Horſman- 
ſhip, Fencing, Muſick, and other com- 
mendable parts befitting # Gentleman, 
in which haiing beſtowed himſelfe ro 
the age of one or two & twenty yeeres, 
his elder Brother (who afſumed the of- 
fice of a Father) thought it fit to call 
him home to aduiſe with him of the 
ſetling of his eſtate. 

This young man being teturned 
to Naples, faire mannered, handſome, 
that knew to dreſſe himſelfe well, and 
whoſe ſpecch was gracefall and plea- 
fing, was forthwith knowne and affe. 
Qed of all, bur chiefly of his Neecce, 
with whom (as well through the affini- 
ty of theit naturesand yeeres,as of their 


'blood) hee was recciued into that pecu- 


liar degree of friendſhip and primacy, 
i as 


10 The Tragicall,Hiſory. . 
as if he had been her brother; yea more, 
they had fo great a communication and 
muruall relation, each with other , as 
they. were grawne $0 cſteeme it an 1n- 
jury ro themſelues ,not to make cach 
maſter of the-others neereſt thaughtes. 
They had nat long lived inebis fk | 

when the young Maid acquainted him 
with hcr appointed marriage, and he 

little afte&ion to it, complaining Es 
of the cruciry of her fortune, and the 


ſeacre reſolution of her Father, to cou- 
ple her with a man ſo ill. ſuting .her.in 
cuery thing, and who ({crting afide the 
aduantage of his birth and,meanes) had 
nothing in him remarkable, Wy 

The-company of this, Vncle of hers 
increaſed ſtill her diſdaine againſt- her 
louer, by theapprovfe hee gaue of her 
opinion of che others. wants, whoſc 
company annoyed, rhem both more 
then they were pleaſed with, in ſuch 
ſort, as they ſought all _—_— free 
them» 


* 


of Hipolito aud Ifabella; 11 
themſchues of ir, and retire to reading 
and other mutual} pleaſures betweene 
themfelnes. Bur as it is caſic and moſt 
ordinary for extremities cuen in vertu- 
onsthings to {lip/into vices, ſo this ex- 
caltent friendfhip'could not long con- 
taine itſelfe within the bounds and li- 
mits of his daty, but growing to a far- 
thet fiberry by rheif prinace trequenta- 
tion, began tor bee 4ccompanied with a 
certain vtimeaſured doting vpon this 
retircdnefle, and melancholy paſſio- 
nate griefe in abſcnce each of the other, 
and x loathing of'all'other company, 
andircvhncluſion,(ir-being the cuſtome 
of their ape to diſcourſe of loue more 


| then'any other ſubieA)lone ſo mingled 


with'them, that it became the maſter 
of both'their hearrs. And although 
their yeeres had as yct giuen them little 
pradife in this affaire, and that feare 
rooke from him, and ſhame from her, 


the ordinary meanes of declaring-their 


afite&ions z 
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affeRions ; yet the quickneſſeof both 
their apprehenſions made them both 
ſoone acquainted with their reciprocal] 
paſhons, Which incouraged Hipolite 
one time among the reſt, ro take this 
aduantage of a diſcourſe. they had had 
of Joue, and the thraldome his ſubie&s 
live in, and ſpeake to this purpoſe. 
Certainly Neece I hauc read a ma- 
Xime, which I now recciue for puter 
truth then heretofore, that men.cannot 
rightly iudge or diſcourſe of the true 
quality of any paſhon, without hauing 


' had ſometriall or feeling of it himſclfe;, 


and whereas I haue diuers itimes with 
your ſelfe and others, inforced in 
my diſcourſes what I had read and 
heard of the ſtrange cffeAs of loue,and 
how there is no paſhon,nor any part of 


the ſoulethar yeelds not to it, and that 


reaſon and prudence are able to make 
buc weake reſiſtance againſt it, yer I 
mult confelle © ſpake rather for argu- 

ef ments 


— 


| of Hipolito axdlfabella, 13 
} ments ſake, then belecuing in the truth 
of what 1 related , cfteeming indeed, 
{that affc& the caſieſt ro goucrne and 
hide of moſt others. But I muſt now 
1 confcſlc all true, and much more then I 
2 could have ſaid or can, that might ex- 
| preſſe the admirable cfteAs that loue 
; produces, and ſtrong hand it holds 
ma- } ouer our reaſonable part, 
urer | | How now Vncle ! (anſwered ſhee) 
nnot j will the lawes of our friendſhip allow 
true } this, that you haue thought one thing, 
uing 5 and ſpoken another tome? Pardon me 
clfe; 1 Neece (anſwered Hipolits) it hath nor 
with | becne that I would barre you of any 
| in | thought in my boſome, nor that [ 
and +; would, or alas could hide this from 
and | you ; feare oncly hath denicd mee the 
rtof | libertie, Neither thinke. ( I beſeech 
that | you) that I would any way offend you, 
nake | or faile in the leaſt cauſe of a friends 
er I } dutic, but rather double my reſpe& and 
| obſcruance, as the ſubic& and cauſe is 
ents 1 incteaſed ;. 


ha 
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increaſed , and' wilt beſeene/rhat the 
occaſion of this diſcourſe is happened 
mee by fate, to remone' my feare 
and piue you ſome occafion' to ap® 
proue the power of this Deity it- mee, 
whom of a free'man it hath made # 


captiue, and inſtead of that Vaele arid 


friend, I haue beene hitherto to you, 
your ſcruant and vaſſall ; and turned all 
my free thoughts into fo deuoted an 
obſeruance, that they haue no will lefe 
to will any thing but obedience to your 
thoughts,to honour you;to deſire you, 
and laſtly, ro make mce ſoacceptable to 
you, as to bee by you, onely eſteemed 
worthy your afte&ion. 

Fhe tcares and earneſt ſighes that ac- 
companied theſe words, ſtayed:them 
there, and made her no lefle amazed at 
their vnexpeRed nouelty , then trou- 
bled and doubtfnll, what anſwer ſhee 
might fitteſt make to them : the con- 
formiry of her paſſion of the one ſide 


more 
F4hot 
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more then;;halfe yceiding, and of the 
other, her maiden balbfulneſſe drawing 
her-with-no eſſe violence backe , at 
laſt after alicrle- ſilence , rhe witnefle of 
ſome change in her thoughts, quorh 
(hee, doe now finde it true that I haue 
heard wiſe people ſay ; that a vertuous 
and faire appearance often couers a vi- 
tious deſigne z and fer this reaſon, if ſo- 
litude had-not beene ordained to our _ 
ſexe, I had fo diſpoſed of my felfe, as 
to ſhunne the vnbappy conicquence, 
which ordinarily (by my obſcruatton) 
follow the ſocictic and haunting with 


-men, euen thoſe that opinion rankes 


amongſt the - honeſteft, bur you I 
thought ſo innocent of diſſembled pur- 
poſes, and all your courſes fo led by 
vertue, as nothing but your ſelfe could 
haue perſwaded mee (I being what 1 
am) you would have intended any 
thing againſt that which I ſhall eucr 
holddeererthen my life,” I ſee the _ 
 muc 
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much necrcnefle I hane allowed you, 
gines the boldneſſe to take this ad- 
uantage;/(or it may be the guefling mee 
roo calie;) to trie and know the diſpe- 
ſition of my humour, it being ather- 
wayes impoſhble you ſhould attempr 
the honour of one ſo ncere you, as na- 
nature binds you to the preſcruation of 
it ; but ſince it is thus, I hope hereafter 
to ler you better ſee, I deteſt theſe 


things, and neither your ſubtiltie nor | 


company pleaſe me. 

Thoſe which being yong _— 
inlone, haue to an extreme pafhon, re- 
ceived ſuch a refuſall, may conceiue the 
anguiſh this anſwere brought to poore 
Hipolito, who thought hee heard aſen- 
tence againſt his life-; and loſing co- 

»lour, ſpeech, and vnderftanding, re- 
mained a good while withour ſpeaking; 


at laſt returning to himſelfe as from an |; 


extacy, with a trembling voyce, as full 
of fighes as words, hce — an- 
WCTIc. 


of Hipolito and Iſabella; 15 
ſwer. If my fortune have led me toan 
enterprize ſo harmefull co my ſcife,and 
to you ſo offenſive ; your perteRions, 
the divine force of love, or my cruell 
deſtinies,notmy will muſt be accuſed, 
which hath bur by violcne neccfhitic 
offended you. O be ſatisfied with the 
infinitic of thoſe other miſcries that I 
ſce prepared for me,withour adging to 
them the privation of your company, 
and leave me yet the ſhort comfort of 


that erouble, whereof [ hope ere long, 


by the cnd of my life todeliver you,& 
my felfe by the ſame meane, from the 
puniſhment of my raſhneſſe,the which 
I carneſtly beſeech you not to imagine 
to have becene guided by any craft or 
ſubtiltie. I have all my life had this 
vice of difſfimulation intoo greata hor» . 
ror to bee able now to uſe it ; eſpecial. 
ly with you, towards whom (though 
it were familiar to me) yet the laws of 
my affinitie and love would fotbid it 

; a MCs 
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- mee} Belecuve mee, truth accompanies 
my wordes ; and the reſpe& of your 
honour, my intentions : which hauc nc 
other cnd then the aſſurance of your fa. 
our, and of 2 more patticular afteAior: 
then friend{hip may diſpence with you 
to bearc to another : 'tis no breach ol 
your bonour that I pretend vnto z not 
more then I will hope you may thinke 
belongs to me, being bur ſo farre a pre: 
ferring me before others, as the obliga- 
tion of nature, and our vowed frind- 
ſhip makes ro become duc to me. 

He was beginning to ſay more,wher 
one came to call them to ſupper : ſo as 
1ſabells had onely leiſure ro tell him 
that ſhce was to heare no more of thoſe 
matters : which chruſt him yet farthcy 
into defpaire ;by which occaſion, anc 
the many teares hee had ſhed, his face 
was ſo changed, that hee was faine tc 
perfiwade his brother and ſiſter in law, 
that hce was not well, ſocxcuſing hit 
{clfc 
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ſelfe for not ſupping,he went to a houſe 


of another of his brothers, a Notary, 
a rich man, and there lodged with an- 
other fourth brother named Sripio, 
ſomewhat clder then himſelſe, where 
hee lay with opinien of eucry one that 
hee was fick as hee ſeemed, and re- 
moved his brother froin his chamber, 
to the end to enioy more fully the li- 
bertic ofhis plaints and Paſſions, which 
all the night held him in ſuch vnreſt, 
as henot onely flept not, butfellinto a 
feauer, a fit bodily diſguiſe for the af- 
fliion of his mindc. Hee lay foure 
daics contending in his reaſon, with 
Joue for the maſtery : and to beat him 
from the bold hee had got in him, bur 
alas, what reſiſtance can men make a- 
gainſt gods ? Hee was altcady iti the 


\ ſnare, which the tnore hee irupled to 


get free of, ſtill che faſter held hind, 
and was forced backe to the piitſuit = 
of his vnfortunate Toit Hee ht 
I E 2 us 
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ued to take more courage,and to write (| 


to his miſtreſſe, ſince hee had neither 
meanes nor aſſurance to ſee her. 
She was no leſle diuided, by as great 


a Ciuill warre of loue, ſometimes accu- 'B 
{ing hee ſelfe of ingratitude, ſometimes * 


of crucltie, for caſting him ſhee loued 
beſt of all worldly things, into ſogreat 


a diſpaire: of this ſhe would excuſe her - 


ſelfe vpona greater faulr, that ſhee had 
too cafily received the firſt offer of his 
ſcruice whom diuine, humane, and the 


lawes ofpublique honeſty ,had forbid- 
den her. 


In the meane time Hjpolito was often 
viſited by his brother Fabritio,and had 
ſpeech with him of the marriage of 


Pompeio with his daughter, which hee | 


ſeemed much to approoue of, wiſely 


.diſlembling his gricte,and offring Pew- 
- ptie his ſeruicc-in all good offices to his 
-- Miſtrelſe, tor which he hourely impor- 
*-$uned him, Amongk.theſe paſlages - 
$5: > , #ypone © 


e 


of Hipolito au# Iſabella, 21 
Hipolito'sfoot-man, fitenough for ſuch 
j imployments,broughr 7/abell a letter 

_ from his maſter, faining to bee onely 
| nt to inquire If her healch, The fel- 
45 low being gone, ſhee retired into her 
4 chatnber,and read theletter, which was 
to this purpole. 


F 1 hadlefs me any power tocommand =— 
my deſires, Imight bee content to dif- 
courſe only with my ſelfe,of the ſufferings 
of my moſt onhappy condition, without 
* importaning youwith the view of my af- 
* flictions; bat ſince loue hath iaforegd the 
ſabiefion if all mywill to hislawes,aud 
. your ſernice, pardon 722 (I beſeech you ) 
if inforced by both theſe, I flie- to your 
+ pitie, which I implore with al the vowes 
of my ſoule, as the only helpe and meane 
left me to eſcape a neuer ending tormet. 
T howgh it be vncaſie to you, yet you owe 
it him,who honors you aboxe al worldly 
I. things, or adores you as the only modell 
K C 3 of 
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but by you, nor defires life but for you, 
and to bee ſo happy, as to ſpend is in your. 
ſeruice,towbich I am ſo vowed as heanen . 
ſhall as ſoone bee falſe as1 alter thisreſo- 
lution. Accept, if you pleaſe this dews- 
tion, and gonerning it by what lawes you 
ſhell hinke ft, ms your ſelfe of it what 
aſſurance my life or death can yeeld you, * 
and let not cynelty which findes ſome 
limits, even in them towhoms it is pro- 
per and peculiar, bee a perpetaall blot to 
your faire vertues,in Wi + 

finde that mercy at deaths band, that 1 
may 101 at your. 


A weake perſwaſion will carry a di- 


ofall excellence here below: who ues vot- [| 


offering me to | 


uwided and doubtfull minde, to that part . ||, 


whither ie ſelfc inclines; ſo theſc letters 
_ finding her leaning moreto loue then 

dutic, forced her through all the doubts 
that could oopale chemſelucs, and af- 
rer ſome diſcourſe with her ſelfe, of 


AL. 


. - 
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* , fuch differing accidents in thoſe occur* 


rences as her uble vndcrſtanding ſet 
before her : reaſon at length gaue place 
| to loue, and reſpe& topaſhon z but 

with this reſolution, not to engage het 
honour, or by any thing confeſſe her 
purpoſe till the laſt ſhee could poſhbly 
delay ittoz and the nextmorning ſhee 
ſent this following anſwere. 


F Thad not by all the points of 8 

faitbfull obſeraance, aſſured you of as 
perfett a friendſhip as you can deſgre of 
me, I ſhould allow the complaints of your 
letter ;, being incident to every good di- 
ſpoſerion, ro deſire « friendſhip with by 
kindred ; or i{ our caſe were ſuch as wee 
might expect the end their defires looks 
70, who ſeeke the vnion of their lines, by 
the boly knot of a lawfal loue, I ſhauld re 
ceine that paſſion you complaine to ſuſſer 
for my ſake, as a moſt aſſured teflimony 
of the worthy opinion you held of mee, ta 
C 4 when 
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 whom'yow would permit your ſelſe 10 48- ' 


\ 


. Centious, and beyond the 


dreſſe ſach au affection , but fince I ams: 
aſſured of the one, and cannot bope 
anything of the other ; I aduiſe you re- 


- ftore your ſelſe to reaſon, that you may 


condemne (as you owzht ) your grieuings 
for their wnfitneſſe, your oe & li- 
ounds ef your 

part ; and to ſhew you that pitie hath in 
gue 4n equall place with friendſbip, fince 
90u put your ſeife vpon the rules of my 
diſcretion, I beſeech you lay from you 
your vninſt griefes, and impoſſible bopes, 
and expe? from mee, onely all the effetts 
of a moſt ſolid and moſt perfed# friend- 
ip, ſuch as my honour, and what 1 am 
10 you can beſtow upon you ; in ſo doing, 
you ſhall finde my faith conflant  aboxe 
the leaft change, that any thing of this 
world can indeauonr to make init. This 
1 promiſe ; this I ſweare to you; and 
coniure you to be contented with this ut- 


 woſt 1c4n dave, and not ſeeke to intice my 


affection 
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 affettion beyond the bounds of my duty, 
«fſaring my ſclfe in ſo reaſonable « ſure, 
your defires will agree with mine. 1 will 
laſtly, mireat you to bee well, that I way 
. ſodarnly recetne the pleaſure of your 
company., + 


This letter was better Phyſicke to 
* Hipolite's dilcaſe, then all the Phyfiri- 
ans of Naples could giue him, which 
hauing read ouer,”and ouer, infinitely 
ofren, hee was much troubled on what 
|. rcſolution to ſettle himſelfe, and as a 
minde poſleft with defire, is cuer there-- 
with accompanied with feare, ſo did he 
giue ſo diuers interpretations to the let. 
ter; as not a word in it, but hee made 
; to ſuffer a:double vaderſtanding, ſome-+ 
time raking it for generall and indiffe- 
rent words, ſometime gathering ſome- 
what thence to his owne aduantage : 
after many diſcourſes of his fantaſie, 
ARE OLE ENPILAO IRS 
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and hope making him take heart, be- 


by that meane to recall his health / 


fo well, as that withinewo dayes, lea- 
ving his chamber, hee wene to viſit a 
ſiſter of his, a Nunne, betrweene whom 
and him, by reaſon ofthe ſi mpathic of 
their natures, there was an cxtraordinae 
ric loue and amity. | 

This Nun,vaderftood but too much. 
for her profeſſion, and was then of the 


apc of thirtie fiue yeeres, hauing more 


exerciſed her wit about honeſt affaires 
of the world (as farre as the reſtraine 
of a Cloiſter might ſuffer her ) then in 
the ftri& obſeruance of the duties of 
her order. 


Yr 


The Lady 1/abells her Neece, had - | - 
often leaue to goe to that Monaſtery,as 


well to heare the Seruice,as toſce her |} 


Aunt, and learne of her to worke curi- 
ous workes with the Needle, which 
ſhee much affe&ed. 
Shce was glad to ſee her brother - 
ve 


( 
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; well amended, and hauing made him 

fir, anddiſcourſing of hisſickeneſſe,ſhee 
blamed the ſtriAneſſe ofher condition, 
that had denicd her the meane of viſi- 
ting himas otherwiſe fhee wonld baue 
. done, if the Lawes fhee lived vnder 
would hauec permitted her. To which, 
finding hee made no anſwere, bur fare 
immoderately ſighing; ſhe added, cer- 
rainely Brother, cither it is your ſicke- 
neſſe hath ſo ſtrangely altercd you, thar 
I may ſay, I ſcarce know you, or you 
haue ſomewhat in your minde,that you 
will keepe to your ſelfe, that makes 
you fo melancholy, as may hazard the 
caſting of you downe againe, if you 
take not heede. You know there is no 
diſeaſe more dangerous then that of the 
minde, the Phyſitians bauc no Receipt, 
nor Apothecaries any Dr , that 
may auaile to heale it:the beſt thing for 
it, is the aduice of a faithfull friend, and 
where can you expe&it more 2 
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then from me,who you know have not 
onely loved you above my other Bro; 
thers, bur even beforemy ſelfe; I be- 
feech you by that inviolable,and more 
then ſifterly love, make meea parener 
of your ſufferings, upon this aſſurance 
that you ſhall fiade me ſecret, ſervice-. 
able, and aſſiſting you to all you can 
defire ; deſpiſe not a vailed head, as an 
unprofitable thing that cannot give 
you comfort cquall with others more 
converſant inthe world. Deare ſifter 
(anſwered Hipoliro). my affeHtion to 
you's built vpon too ſurea foundation 
to bee ſhaken, or indangered by any 
earthly accident, nor haue I euer 
dotibred of the abilitie of your vnder- 
ſtanding, butmy deſpaire of remedy 
to my affliction, rakes from me all will 
to giveie you ; forgine me good Siſter 
and ſince you can in nothing helpe, ler 
me alone endure the Penance of my 
idle thoughts. How ? (anſwered ſhe) 
GED 
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where is the reſolution you men attri- 
bute to your ſelues aboue the courage 
of women ? Certainely, your part of it 
is very little, that you diſpaire of cxc- 
cuting, before you attempt the means; 
' if your owne inuention doe nor. pre- 
ſently giue you a ſmoothe way to your 
deſircs, you muſt not therefore thinke 
that others caqnor finde it out for you, 
the fulleſt vaderſtandings , in their 
owne affaires are diſtruſtfull, and for 
feare of laoſing themſelues, doc often 
repaire.to the faith of a friend for their 
reſolution: If I can ſerue in nothing 
elſe but to keepe your griefes for you, 
itis nolitle lightning to a heavy and 
oppreſled heart, to lcauc his vexations 
-with thoſe he knowes, wil aficRionate» 
ly. imbrace all, to take but a part from 
him. The Principal! efte&s of friend- 
ſhip,arc helpe and confolation;though 
I bee; vauſctull for the one yz yet am I 
moſt fit for the other, and Ihope _ 

| or 
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for both. God often times raiſcs the 
meanes of our reliefe beyond our hope, 
and from thoſe we leaſt expeR ir:deere 
Siſter (anſwered hee) out of the meere 
dutic of my louc, and no hope ar all of 
any allay to my griefes ; I will tell you 
their ſubie& , which ſhame ought ſtill 
as much to conceale, as reuerence to 
the lawcs of Nature, ſhould have at firſt 
forbidden. Know (deere Siſter) I haue 
beene fo long engaged, that now'in 
deſpighr of my beſt oppoſitions, I am. 


conſtrained to giue my ſelfe vp tothe «|, 


loue of our Necce 1/abella. This hath 
beene, and is the occafion of my an- 
guiſh and muſt ſo remaine as long as 
my vnhappy fatcſhall allow mee life : 
behold the laborinth of my paines, and , 
che little meanes I haue to get out, ſince 
Tam already gone on fo tarre. With 
this he told her the diſcourſe of all had 
paſt betweene them, ſhewing her the 
kettcrs hec had writ, and ge > 
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them: To which his Siſter ſaid, I finde 
now that one of thegreatcſt faults that 
the Anciets haue madcin the piure of 
Loue,is in blinding bis eyes, for though. 
hee indifferently difperſerh bis ſhafts a- 
monegſt all ſorts ofcreatures, yet the cie 
was neuer againſt this cffeR, andin that 
' reſpe&they needed nothauc blindfol- 


F ded him, bur this marke I ſee belongs 


better to thoſe whom hee hath once 
touch't, and whom he leaucth not one- 
lyſblinde in body, butcucn eſtranged 


' from all duc confiderations of the 


minde, ſo much as they remaine inſen- 
ſibly confuſed and loft in themſelues 
without ability to make vſe of their 
owne vnderſtandings. 
_ Oh how truely was it faid of that 
Philoſopher, chat for the moſt part we 
_ make things difficult and impoſible to 
our ſclues for want of courage to vn- 
 Jerrake them! Make your ſelfe (Bro. 
ehcr) iudge of this in your ſelfe, who 
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- upon the firſt difficulty thar affronts 
' you in your deſigne, remaine aſtoniſh- 
cd and confounded. You love a Lad 
that isupon the point of marriage wit 
another. There are many marriages in» 
tended, yer ſo croſt, as they never 2r- 
riveto their conſummation: & though 
that muſt bee, yet were not that the 
worlt that might happen you , marri- *. 
age often bringing convenience to 
love.Next,you iove one that you can- 
not marry. VVcll, and hath love no 0- 
ther ends for his contentment , then 
marriage ? ſince it as often diſſevers af- 
feftions asit joynes them, while being 
ſubje&cd to the lawes ofan obligation 
and dutic,you diſarme him of his chic- 
feſt forces. A wife (though npever fo 
faire) is like a gueſt , orthe raine that 
becomesa trouble in three dayes. 
But you will ſay, Ilovcone-whom 
the lawes do forbid me both all defire 
&all hope to cnjoy,which ſo diſtrafts 
| - Mc 
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mein this thornie way, as am there 
ruined with the impoſhbilitic of getting 
our.;; You are notrac firſt that haue vn- 
dertaken things' as much: forbidden; 
which haue yer attained to, a happic 
end. Thinke vertuc confiſts in great | 
and difficult things, and is pleaſed in a. 
reſiſtance, and the more paine and difhi- 
 culrie there is in anaffaire,the more glo+ 
rie followes the enterprize, and plea- 
ſure the exccurtion : the artempre may 
content you, whether you grher the 


«jy. defired fruits of your paines, or fall vn- 


 deranimpolbbleenterprize, and where 
your fortune failes you, not your cou- 
rage : In ſumme, you ſtand not 1n ill 
tcarmes.. 1 find in theſe Lerters ground 
, enough tobuild hope cough on: leaue 
the gonernment of this bulineſle to me; 
it may bcc I ſhall giue you a better ac- 
countthen you expe of it.” Be you of 
goad cheere, gocſec your Miſtreſle, and 
procurcher _ hither vponour Za- 


dies 
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dies day to heare the Veſpers, and faile 
' not to bee here your (elfe. mm" 
Alltheſe faire promiſes of the Nunne 
wcoughr little in her Brothers belcefe , 
 ofiely:they ſo farre reſtored him to him- 
felfe, asthat commending his loue to 
her care, with more afte&ion-then hee 
would have done his life, he returned 
ro his Brother the Notaries houſe ill 
the next day after dinner , when hee 
went t@ ſee Fabritio, and , (vnder that 
pretence) his Daughter 7/abel/la, where 
hee recciucd the gladdeft welcomefrom 
Brother, Siſter, Neece, and Signiour 
Pomperothat might bee. That after- 
noone paſt in the diſcourſe of his fick. 
neſſe, and how much eucry one ſuffered 
for him. Eucning being come, hee re- 
crurned home,deferring the ſpeech with 
his Neece till next day, which-was our 
Ladirs 'Eue, when he'was ro dine: with 
his Brother Fabritio , and-"Pompers 
ſhould bcegonc home. He then iatrea- 
| ted 
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red her to goithenexr day/ rothe Nuns 
ro Veſpers,it ſhe could getleaue, which 
the calily-obrained: ht-Morber in-law 
being ficke-and accompanied: with an 
old. Genelewoman her neghbour. She 
carried with-her onely her Maid wa, 
in whom (he wbolly afhcd. 

This commeditic paue Hipolzto a 
preſage of his good toriune, an4 her che 
firſt danger of her ruine, whereof ſhee 
had ſome apprehenſion at her depar- 
tare z for: gerring vpintothe Coach, a 
weakneſle [cized her, with a head- ache, 
and a cold ſweatal! oucr her bodie, and 
having been a while in the Coach, the 
Horſes thar vſcd before times to be qui- 
et enough, began tc ſtarr,and ruſh one 
vpon/the other, with ſuch force and 
confuſion as drove the Co:chman in- 
ro danger of his life, who had much a 
doc to bring them into order againe. 
[Theſe accidents not a litt'c affrighted 
the vndcrſtanding of the vnfortunare 
I D 2 Ladie : 
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Ladie : but the force of our deſtinie vi- 
olcntly driucs.vs to whart is fatally or- 
daincd to-vs 3ſo theſe things could no- 
thing hinder her from thepurſuit of her 
misfortunes, in ſpight of all the con- 
traditions of either hcr feare, or rea- 
ſon; pt}; 

Being arriued at the Nunneric, {hee 
found her Vacle and her Aunt walking 


together in a Garden, there, attending 


her comming, who afſoone as they had 
perceiucd her, and {ceing her paler then 
ſhee vſced to bee, ker Aunt faid to her; 
Certainly Neece you hauc not brought 
your beſt lookes hicher, me thinks you 
are afraid of (haming my Brother, and 
therefore will partake with his ſickly 


| lookes. Then 7ſabe/la told them what 


had happened her in her coming,and 
occaſioned that feare which-- perhaps 
her lookes had ill retained.:-/ ©;+ - ,:: 
Well then (ſaid the: Nunne)fince ye 
are both of you ill ar eaſe, ax punt 
is, 


k 
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is, that ye repoſe your ſclues, and dis- 
pence with; ro dais devotion, 7e/ia 
and I will go beare theVeſpers for you. 
No good Aunt (ſaid 7/abe//a) I come 
not hereto ſee your Gardcn ; I will po 
heare ſeruice with you and | thinke my 
Vacle js berc for the ſame purpoſe too, 
God will bc no. lcfſe pleaſed (aniwerew 
the Nunne); with your wills, and per- 
haps more; .then if ye did what might - 
preiudice your healths, The Divines 
fay , that although in rhe affirmative 
I pacyepes of. pictic one be not alwiics 
ufied inthe ation affirmarige, yerthat 
the ſight alone ſufficeth : in precepts 
nepatiue, the troth 1s, we muſt be con- 
ucrſant, and bent to the ation neg: 


|, tive. Stay here, ſtay, I will take your 


ſinne vpon me; and with that went a. 
way , carrying 7/ja along with her. 
Well Neece (ſaid Hipolizo) let vs ſtay 
then, ſince itis my Siſters counſell, and 
taking her by the hand, led her to fir 

D 3 vnder 


28 The Tragicall Hiſlory | * 
vnder 2 hatiging roofe conercd with | 
Gelſomincs and Mosk-Roſes, and gan 
to ſpeak to her in this ſorr. 

[f ever man hadreaſon to praiſe Hea: 
ven; it muſt bel, for rhe happineſle 1 
' now receiue in this meanes offered ime, 
' ko returne you my due humble thankes 
for the honour of your Letters in my 
ſicknefſe t and'to vofold the thoughts 
of my fſoule to you 3 to the end that 
comprehending them berter then here. 
tofore you Haue ſuffered your ſelfe to 
do, you will daine to receiue my griefes 
and reſeiue them. .I beſeech you then 

take my words in that good part that 
my zffc&tion deſerues, and with ſuch 
pitic of my :M ions as your good- 
nefle oughtto moue you to. I willnot 
imporcune yau with the repetition of 
any my former diſcourſes, you may 
Have remembred enough to found your 
determination vpon, and to know the 
bounds of mine intentions fo = 
re 
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ted, as'thart I nor 'pretend, nor defire. 
ought of you that is not in all honeſtie 
and honour permitted : nor more then ' 
a prchemincnce of affeRion, ſuch as 
Joue may ſtabliſh in a heart, thar is, ro 
givethe fruits to others, for whom rhey 
are by the ſuperſtition of our lawes,and 
their favorable deſtinies more happily 
reſerued. 'All T defireis, that as all my 
thoughts arc dedicated and vowed to 
the ſeruice, honour, and louc: of the 
heavenly ver tues of your ſoule, and all 
my Wiſhes bur to be acceptablets you; 
yours may ſo farre anſwer them, as to 
ſer all other friendſhip and aftstions 
behinde mine,& ſofarre diſtinguiſhmy 
portion in you from ocher mens, as not 
ro receiue them in compariſon or equa. 
litie with me. Pay meno more then for 
Gods ſake with the louc of a Neece, 
which may be common tomany more; 
and- judging aright of my deuotions, 
receive them, fince they tend not to 
D 4 your 


your Prein nor .to any thing vo- 
lawfull or intcrdited, jy axle 

; Ihadchought Vncle (anſwered 1/a- 
bella) 1 had fo ſatisfied-you by my, Lct- 
ters, as you had remained as well can- 
tent 25 you haue caule to bee, andthat 
your reafon had had the power g6 dil- 
perſe thoſe vaine fantaſies. that had 
clouded your iudgement;but for ought 
I ſec, the worke is new to begin : would 
to God | had belecucd thoſe peeſages 
that (ſhould haue diverted me. from 
coming. to this place tocnter anew into 
our wonted conteſtations. I, know 
(Vncle) that all defires trend vnto the 
end of their contentment. You fay that 
thar of your loue is fixcd vponthe 
- ſoule, and thoſe perfeftions which.you 
make your ſelte beleeue mine is accom- 
panied with. Theſeare ſtill for ought [ 
can percciue thoſe firſt diſſembled pre- 
"cations; by whichthoſe that are ſei- 
zed with your pafhon, are woont to 
| | abuſe 
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abuſe ſugh as they findecalic of beleete, 
and within the bounds whereof they 
determine not to keepe themſelues:and 
though: there might. bee found ſome = 
men ſq diſcreet as would bee content ro 
bec {o-limited, yer loue ſtil being be- 
come. their maſtcr,, and. hauing taken 
from them. all power: of rulng and 
bounding their will, ayd bowing it to 
the appetites of. -he /þodie (which is 
moſt canuerſant with vs) it ſoone wea- 
ries che wit, 2nd ſpixit with the contem- 
plation of things ſeparated from huma- 
nitic , apd drawes it tothe purſuit of 
thoſe delights and pleaſures , ro which 
our ſenſes,,and appetites doe leads, vs, 
Doe you-not know that the brands ar 
Torches which they, paint in Cupids 


8 hands betoken his double and different 


effeAs? for-as the light of the hire plea- 
ſcth the cies,and reigycerh vs when we 
beholdie oncly, and. nat fcele-the heat 
roo neer vs; but when it comes to burne 

| VS, 
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vs,we ſofter then the hort ofthit ching 
that _ ſo _ delighted vs enen 
ſo Love hath his 'beginnings pleaſing, 
becauſe he doth We. firſt Noted and 
take vp the diſcourſe of ourreafon, and 
repreſents nothing co vsfor a while but 
the ſivcernefſe ofa felicitic and content. 
mentwhich he ſects before vs,and makes 
vscafily hope for: but when' hee hath 
once ſeized vs wholly, as hee takes his 
polſcffion, hee dazels vs with'the allu- 
ring appearances of his pleafares, and 
panting vs into the middeſt of his flame, 
melts'and makes to waſte from vs al the 
freedome of our reaſon and -iridpement 
that wee had before. Tt wete' better 
therefore (good Vncle) you draw back 
the firſt foor you haue ſet into it; before | 
- the other follow it, andfaile you teo, 
and not to defire of me what I can nei- 
-rher give, nor you ought to pretend 
vnto;, ''You know I am vpon the point 
of marriage : iFill hap diſcouer your 
addreſſes, 
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addreſſes (as time if you perſcuere can- 
not long hide them) you nor onely'ry- 
inc this my fortune, which brings mee 
prof, if not contentment; bur with it 
my reputation; atid be afſured, if I gine 
you nota moſt ample conrent, itis nor 
want of will bur power: -/ 

This diſcourſe which Hipolito belee- 
fed ro come from a ſimcere truth, and 
not-'mingled with difituularion, ſent 
him'backe'to' his old fetier, and made 
him ſpeake thus. ' Necce, why ſhould 
you not conceine'my love rather placed 
berweene Hercules and Mercnry , that 
is, betweene Reaſon and Courape,'as 
ancient Academies haue painted him, 
then betweene voluptuous pleaſure and 

vnfairhfulneſſe, where you feate him? 
Why, will you not allow him vertue 
for his obic&, before a baſe luſt, and 
which you forbid metoo ? Why, will 
you rather thinke-me wicked and falfe 
then ſachas I am, and you have reaſon 
to 
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te iudge me? ] could eaſily anſwer the 
ſcrupulous . ceremonies - of law with 
which you combate. me, The holy Bi- 
ble: offers mee cxamples of fuch, and 
things much farther in necreneſle of al- 
liance. The force of lous is diuinc, and 
may iuſtifie vs againſt all cinill.or Eccles» - 
ſiafticall ordingnces. But I will nor goc 

ſo tarre, nor alter; the ſtile, of my EN 
language, or Querthrow-your marriage, 
much icfſe your reputation. 'T hauc c: 
nough proteſted, hut fince ſo vnprofi- 
tably, I finde death muſt cad my Joue, 
and deſpaire and. I hope it: will not bee 
long firſt + I ſhall nor bee alone vnhap- 
pie, when like 7 1mageres you happily 
will too late repent the ruine-of your 


Miletws , and ſo reuenge: vpon your || 


- owne ſelfe your crueltic.. In ſpeaking 
this, the teares. fell from his cies; and 

drew.as many from 1/abell/a. 
_ As: they weee taken new-heart.and 
ſpeech, the Nuane returned Sm ber 
ort 
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ſhort Veſpers,and atthe entrance of the 

Garden (to bee freed from 7»lie) gaue 
her her Pſalter, to deliuer her Maid, 
willing them to prouide ſome collati- 
on. And commiug to her Brother and 
Neece, a little {miling, quoth-ſhei how 
now ſweet hearts, Iam affraid you haue 
ſpent this time ill you are both o ſad, 
make mee a partner of your cntertain- 
ments : though I be not ſo cunning as 
you worldlings, yet Iam not ſuch an 
innocent as my habit ſpeakes me, | hauc 
bookes ye know of other: vc then to 
the Church ; nor am I altogether vn- 
praftizedin any thing ; feare not to giue 
me yourdiſcourſe, for ſhoulditbe euen 
of Loue, I mighe be able to put ina 
word, | 

' . Of Louc Aunt(anſwered 1/abells) 

the deuotions and walls of a Cloiſter 

alfow it na Entrance. 

. What (anſwered the Nunne) can 

you-that haue gead ſo much bee igno- 
($44 | rant 


rant ofhis effeQs, in the Temple of -4- 
xnb1i,in Satwrnes Temple at 4/exam- 
Aria, or how' little' the ſtri& guard of 
Denae, Leda,-and many others; could 
preuent the powerfull workings of this 
God ? Theres nothing that his br+nds 
cannot fire, or his arrowes pierce ; and 
T had ill ſpent my cimein the bouſe of. 
your dead Moerher, who was the wo- 
man T loued beſt in this world, and 
whoſe memory I doc moſt honour, if { 
had learned nothing of this... -/ --57!! 
My Mother Aunt (anſwered Iſabel. 
ha) what can'you fay of her ? T'was not 
fo bleſt as toſee her in an age fitto iudge 
of her conditon, bur ſuxe (he died with 
a more faire and-vnqueſtioned: reputa- 
tion, then (if her life and manners had | 
not throughly deſcrued it) this age 
would hauc given her. | 
Neece (anſwered the /Nunne) no- 
thing-vndoth vs but indiſcretion : your 
Mother was happie in placingher fa- 
yours 
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vours vpona wife and reſpeAfull Gen- 
ray pe (hee of —_ wasin no- 
thing vnwarie. This preſcrued her, and 
will 'keepe vp the;honour and happi. 
neſſe of ail that ioyne it with their louc. 
I will giue/you the whole truth, for I, 
ſaw it... ':- TR 

The yeare I was profcſt Nunne (it is 
ſome cightcene yeares (ince ) the Mar- 
queſſe .of Coria was ſent to this Towne 
in bulineſſe of his Maicſties ; hee tayd 
here ſome ſcuen or cight moneths, be- 
ſtowing. the time his great employ- 
ments left him in the nobleſt exerciſe 's, 
and moſt worthy his qualitic ; hee was 
ſome fiveand thirty yeares old, andthe 
moſt accompliſhedman that Icucrſaw. 


The Lords and Gentry to doc him ho- 


nour, made him many feaſts, and there 
alwayes followed Balls, Maſques, Co- 
medies, and other pleaſurable paſtimes, 
in which he would againe returne his 
thanks-tothem,. He tooke TR 
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ſure in Maſques;for-the priui 
gaue him ot diſcoutfing Arg 9 oy 


My.cldeſt Brother was the man of this 
Towne he moſt affied in, and eowhom 
he did moſt treely impart his negoriati. 
no; my Siſter the woman that pleaſed 
him beſt, finding her excellently. faire, 
well graced, of a pleafing diſcourſe, and 
an vnderſtanding aboue the reſt... This 
inclination grew to aloue, in which hee 
gouerned him(elfe ſo well, and-ſo: well 
diſguiſed it, that hee eſcaped ail (uſpiti- 
on. He reſolued to impartit tomy Si- 
ſter, but with ſuch firneffe as none bur 
ſhce, or ſome moſt truſted woman 
pd know it. And knowing: the 
common curioſity ahd ſudden ſuſpiri- 
ons that ordinarily follow nrere fre; 
quentations in thoſe kinds, might ſoon 
ruine his hopes, he retained ſtill his ors 
dinary modeſt faſhion and- fecmings:: 
But the .Carneuall drawing ncere,:che 
Maſques and dances were' alſo-mare 
frequent, 
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frequent, and gaue him'more conmeni- 
exice to fpeakero her, andenrtertaine her 


- asheedid 5 yet'fo diſpuied, as though 


hee was knowne to bee in the troope, 
yer hee was vnknowne toall but her, to 
whom (finding, or preſoming, thar ſhe 
was not difpleaſed, hee ſhould make 
more eſtimation of her then the reſt) 
hee gaue a ſigne to. know' him 'by, 
which "made rhe meanes of his ap- 
proaches more caſte. And after having 


enough by pgencrall and donbrfull 


words, giuen her the chiefe end and 
2ime of his defires, art laſt, hee zcucaled 

hitnſelfe wholly ro her: | 
To be ſhort, his diſcretion ſo mana- 
ged his affaire for him, as that helpc 
with the force of his vertue and noble- 
neſſe, (and the ſeruice of my Siſters 
Nurce, whom hee found meanes ro 
oe, Gu make rhe _ of his 
errers) hee ledmy Siſter ro fuchcom- 
poſition, as that DE and ſafe- 
ric 
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tic permitting). ſhee gaue him promiſe 
of fohe, an ; wenn herin more 
. Privacy. Such as are praftiſed in 7taly 
and Spine, vnderſtand well enough, 
. what ſuch permiſſions doe promiſe to 
thoſe that women hauc a will to fa- 
.vour. To: bring this to paſle, there 
 happenedayery fit meane , which was 
thenecelhty of an affaircof import for 
- the Kings ſcruice, whercin hee was 'to 
ſend to Rome aut of hand to his Heli- 
-  neſſe. The Marqueſſe (and the Coun- 
_ cell by hisaduicc) indged my Brother 
fitter then any other for this purpoſe ; 
whereupon, ſoone as the Carnceuall was 
ended, my brother made that voyage, 
- where hee -was five or fix weekes 3, in 
_ which time, the Marqueſſe taking the 
accalion., found mcanes to vifit my 
Siſter by night, following her permil- 
ſion, which ſtretche ar;length cucn to 
che point, whither they ſay loue pre- 
tends; with ſuch continuance as thar 
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our nighthe viſited her, with- 
et encr having' bin diſcouered by any 


| but my' Siſters Nurce, who hy in her 


Chamber, 'and I in her inner Cham. 
ber, by reaſon of a fickeneſleT had, that 
made me leaue the Monaſtery a while, 
to bee the better rended in my Bro- 
thers houſe? And, who not being yer 

throughly recouered , {lept not ſo 

ſoundly , bur I ſometimes heard ſoft 

noiſes of doores, and murmures of 
words, which put me into alittle ſuſpi- 

tion, with ſome other things that I had 
already bcene imploycd about, which 
kept mee ſtill in doubt : In ſuch ſort, as 
one day I caſt outa word tomy ſiſter, 


| - who ſo rebuked me, that F neuecr after 


durſt ſpcake any more to her of it. 
But neecre vpon the time that my 
Brother was expeRed backe againe 3 
ſhee offered occaſion of _=_ with 
mee tothar purpoſe, cxpreſſely coniu- 


ring meeto harbour no'ſuch opinions - 
wy: wr ws * 
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in my fantafic, and not te frame uny 
falſe and injurious tales of her. Ithat 
loucd , and honoured her more then 
any other thing, and had all the obli. 
gation of nature, and lone from her 
to make mee doe fo : gaue her all rheal- 


furances that ſhee could deſire, of what 


ſ{hce commanded mee, telling her by 
way of diſcourſe what I had ſeenc here, 
which ſo fatisfied her, ſecing I had 
both ingaged my ſclfe, and had beſides 
a lictle knowledge of the world zas ſhe 
promiſed mee, if time gaue her proofe 
of the faith I profeſt her , {hee would 
one day ſpeake more freely to me, then 
yet {hee would, 8s afterward ſhee did, 
which ye ſhall here. 
But firſt ye ruſt know, thatmy Bro- 
. ther being returned, this praftiſe be- 
ewecne them' ceaſed, not” their loues; 
bur vertue-was of both ſides fo reci- 
procally obeyed, as their pleaſure, nor 
deſire, had not -the power to carry 
+ - 
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them beyond the limits of reſpe&, nor 
had rhey other commerce then by ler. / 
ecrs, and thoſe but ſeldome.” ' Not long 
after Eafter, the Marqueſſe bauing di- 
ſpatche the affaires hee had in charge, 
was called home by the King his Ma- 
ſer, which ſammons, honour, and 
duty both commanded him to obey. 
You may imagine, what an afliQien 
was this cternall ſeparation ,' both of 
them deſpairing cuer to ſee one ano- 
ther againe. | 

'T will onely addethis for one of the 
rarcſt, and moſt notable examples of 
difccetion,and conſtancy in them borh, 
that 1 rthinke hath bcene euer feene vp- 
an the like occaſion : that 'in a feaſt 
which theSignory of the towne made 
bim before his departure, whither the 


Ladies were inuited, and among the 


reſt my Siſter, yhom heled in the gras- 
ballo,or Mcaſures,and in whoſe pauſes, 
or times of reſt, this ſad ſubicQ 'ferued 
br OT" chem 
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them for entertainment, . that ncither 
there, in taking their leaues, nor here 
in this place where hce ſaw her after. 
wards (as if. it had becne by chance, 
- comming to bid our Abbeſle farewell) 
none couldener by either oftheir faces, 
or geſtures, percciuc avy alteration in 
their mindes, or any appcarance ſo dif- 
fering from their accuſtomed faſhion,as 
might giuc any the leaſt ſuſpition of the 
eruth. He being gone,and my Siſter big 
with child, and drawing neere hertime, 
ſhecame hither to ſee me, and tooke of 
me the greateſt aſſurances ſhe-could de- 
viſe of ſecreſic, of what I ſhould receine 
from her. Which I hauc hitherto moſt 
- inviolably kept ; and ſhould ſtill, had 
notthis occaſion plucktit from me, be- 
ſidesthat, yee and Iowe an cquall re» 
ſpe& vnto her memory, and all other 
nger.islong ſince paſt. Shee ſpake to 
me it this ſort. EO 
Siſter, you may remember, when my 
, | husband 
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NG _ im wo to Rome, wee 

ad ſpeech together of a conceipe you 
had Ge taht and [ promiſed, vn 
world haue patience for the preſent, I. 
would hereafter talke more freely to. 
you. The occafion.is now come; that! 
(hauing had many teſtimonies of your. 
loue, thongh peraduenture,your youth 
might gine cauſe to queſtion your di- 
ſctetion) I ſhall repoſe: my felfe vpon- 
the aſſurances, and trials that IT haye: 
hadof your affeQion in the thing that 
more concernes mee thetmy life ; af- 
ſuring my ſelfe, ir cannor lighe into 
more faithfull; more fit, or more ſafe 
hands than into yours. 

Then ſhe relates ro mee, the lones of 
the Marqueſſe and her, and how the 
childe, with which ſhee was then great 
was his, as hee knew, and not my Bro- 
therst; but becauſe ſhee was notaboue 
three weekes gone with child before my 


Brothers returne, it was-eaſie to con- 
AE 9 E 4 ccale 
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ceale it. Neuertheleſſe;flice defiredihe! 
Marquefſe ſhould know(as was-ggreed: 
betweene them) what: jfſue-her grear! 
belly ſhou[d-cometo 7::which, ſhee! de+ 
termined her ſelfe ro.doe, /if::God gaye: 
her life, borvif-it pleaſed im by her; 
death, to: depriuc her of the: meanes.. 
ſhee defired me to diſcharpe this office, 
and tothispurpoſe ; : three dayes after: 
{he ſhould bebroughr a bed, a Pilgrime: 
ſhould! come/ faining'to bee returned 
from 19: «ſ«/em, bringing images, and! 
other things'of-denotion; and ſhould 
a5kealmes to make his voyage -to Saint 
Fegques'in Spaine ; whom you ſhall-find 
meanes ({aid (hee) to rake/into your 
oharaber, and ginc him this bttle:coffer, 
whereofthis.is che key. : there is in ita: 
FTewell;-hispifture, and his Jetcers, .at 
che bottome: of one of which you ſhall 
wrire'a /ſonne;'or a daughter; according 
35T ſhallbedeliuered; and -you lhalts 
om kirywibour — to 
me 
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=; ion 1fI di yoy ſhall be freed of this 

and ballooly keepe this boxe, 
wen lai. and read his letters 
£9 mee, the beſt written 1 thinke, char 
cuer-werg, ſcene ; the Tewell was this 
Diamand;w ich you haveſo much de- 
ſiced, and I hauc euer promiſed you : 
ſhe gaue jtmecat her death, in preſence 
ſence of my.Brother, to keepe for you 
till your marriage. 

Now.you muſt nate, that the Mar-. 
queſle was to ſend ſome one of truſt to 
Naples, abqut the time of my Siſters 
lying-.in 5. who clad like a Pilgrime, 
ſhouldremporize, and difſemble him- 
ſelfe for a, time, in all but the place, 
where hee was certainly to bee = 
out, by thoſe hee ſhould bee ſent vnto 
from, though he knew them not. God 
would tharſooncafter.his arriuall,. ke 
was delinexed of you, Neece, ſo happi- 
ly, as-ſbec had che meanesto ſee him di- 
{parcht her ſclfe. But ſhe lefe rhe o_ 

wit 


with mee till, which I kept till her” 
death, ſhee commanded mee to'burne? 
within a while after, all that was within 
it(as Idid) and gaue me the Iewell(as I 
have told you) the which my Bro- 
ther beleened; The had had of her Bro 
ther the Biſhop of 0f#s, when ſhe went 
toſec him on his death-bed, a little be. 
' foreher being with child of you. © © 
Bchold therruth of the" Hiſtory, ro 
which, I ſwearero- you, Ihaue added 
nothing of my owne, butdelivered the” 
nple truth of all as it paſt '; being 
oneof the ſeidomeſt ſecne,” and rareſt 
paſſages cartied in this -kinde, that T 
ehinke hath beene lightly heard, or 
reade of , and by relation,- wherof I 
hope 1 ſhail not have dinerted, or 
flake cither of you in theoffices of that 
amity , which' the mutuall- opinions 
of your necre” alliance cach to other 
hath ingendeted* betweene you : and 
Whetein (though yee may intruth diſe 
Ss coucr 
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couer the miſtaking of your beleefes 
hitherto) yet your vertnes I know will 
ſmoothe ouer greater crrours, for the 
honour of your houſe, and the memo. 
ry of ſo worthy a woman as ſhe was, 
1ſabells through this diſcoorfe, fai- 
ning to bee much diſpleaſed with her 
Aunt, faid toher ; pardon me (Aunt) 
if I bate youalittlcofthercfpeR Tbore 
you, to the cnd to gine the cinders of 
my dcad Mother their due ; which 
command mee to tell you thar I hold 
the ſtory you hare told, as repugnant 
co truth, as all thoſe that have knewne 
her, hayecucr indged her ations con- 
formable and obcdicnt to vertne. And 
you cannot more plainly forbid mee 
our conitierfation; then by defaming 
de honour of one I owe ſo mnchto as 
a Mether.. 

No, no Neece, (ſaid the Nunne) I 
ptay you doe not thinke T haue dif- 
courſed any thing to you that yo 

| mo 
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(though you bee her Daughter) you 
{hall nener exceed me, Twas by chance 
Tfell into this diſcqurſe, and vpon the 
occafion your words gaueme, and vp- 
on that aſſurance that ought to bee be- 
twixt vs, which] imagined too great to 
hane ſuffered apy ſuch diſtruſts to hauc 
ſept betweene, vs: The experience 
that che. warld and more yeeres may 
giue you, will ſhew.you, that ſuch, and 
ſtrapger accidents than theſe, arc no- 
thing _impoſhble; : Althoygh I muſt 
confi, if I bad. imagined it would 
have ſo muchoffcnded you Thad with- 
held my lfe from. ſpeaking any thing 
hm... - 

T would not Siſter (aid Hipo/zzo)for 
the better halfe of my life but_ you had 
bropght me this ynexpeRed quier, and 
| drawnemeout of the confli& my ſoule 
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was in, and rebellion againſt mee, and 
my deſtinies againſt all my deareſt de. 
fires, nay, againſt Heauen ir ſclfe, for 
hauing plunged mee into a gulfe of mi. 
ſeries ſo .deepe, as no other thing but 
the remedie this your diſcourſe may 
prepare forme, can deliuer me out of. 
Behold (anſwered: the Nune) to 
whart paſſe I am come for my owne 
part, I hold you both deare, and loue 
you with ſocqual an affeRion, as I can- 
not make any diſtinRtion between you, 
and haning atonce plcaſcd the one, and 
offended the other, I am as much afli- 
&ed with that diſtaſt, as glad of the 0- 
thers contentment. But had I knowne 
the occaſion of theſe contrary motions, 
perhaps my ſmall vnderſtanding had 
prompted mee to haue ſo fitly ſpoken, 
that I had remained <qually accepted 
of you both: . | 
I pray Aunt (ſaid 7/abella) let vs leaue 
this ill ſabie& z tis not oncly to you 
add Neece 
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moſt true, orhane ſpoken at all to of- 
fend you, or blemilh the honour ofmy 
dead Siſter, in rhe reucrence whereof 
(though you bee her Daughter) you 
{hall never cxceed me, Twas by chance 
Ifell into this diſcqurſe, and vpon the 
accafion your words gaue me, .and vp- 
on that aſſurance that ought to bee be- 
twixt vs, which imagined too great to 
hane ſuffered apy ſuch diſtruſts to haue 
ſept betweene, vs: The experience 
that the. warld and more yeeres may 
gius you, will ſhew.you, that ſuch, and 
ſtrapger accidents than theſe, arc no- 
thing impoſſible: : Although I muſt 
Ka 1 if I bad. imagine: 1t would 
have fo much offended you, Thad with- 


e's, 


held my {elfe from, ſpeaking any thing 


of this matter... - "_ 

T would not Siſter (faid Hipolite)for 
the better halfe of my life but you had 
bropght me this vnexpeRed quier, and 
 Erawne me out of the confli&} my ſoule 

£ | 22" "was 
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was in, and rebellion againſt mee, and 
my deſtinies againſt all my deareſt de. 
fires, nay, againſt Heauen ir ſclfe, for 
hauing plunged mee into a gulfe of mi- 
ſeries ſo.deepe, as no other thing but 


| the remedie this your diſcourſe may 


prepare for me, can deliuer me out of. 
Behold (anſwered the Nune) to 
whar paſſe I am come; for my owne 
part, I hold you both deare, and louc 
you with ſo<qual an afteQion, as I can- 
not make any diſtintion between you, 
and haning atonce plcaſed the one, and 
offended the other, I am as much aMli- 
Red with that diftaſt, as glad of the 0- 
thers contentment. But had I knowne 
the occaſion of theſe contrary motions, 
perbaps my ſmall vnderſtanding had 
prompted mee to haue ſo fitly ſpoken, 
that I had remained cqually accepted 
of you both: 
I pray Aunt (ſaid 7/abella) let vs leaue 
this ill ſabic& 3 tis not oncly to you 
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' Neece (ſaid ſhee:) butto me deare God- 
defſe (anſwered Hipoliroy who propo- 

ſing to my ſclfe from henceall my hap- 

pincſle, will belecue that my Siſter is 

miraculouſly falne vpon this difconrſe, 

to draw back my life not from the 

graue, but (which -is worſe) from the 

for-cuer languiſhing griefes, whither 

the miſchicfe of my deſperate conditi- 

on was leading mee. Then began he to 

diſcourſe ancw ofhis lones, as if he had 

not yet imparted them ro the Nunne, 
who the bctterto giue the laſt accom- 

pliſhment to this worke, had ſent word 
that her Neece was to ſup with her, and 
thatthe Coach ſhould nor await her re- 
eurne til] the eucning, She obſerned 

well the Maids countenance during H- 

potrtos diſcourſe, and belecued her heare 
meant him no ill, though thee often in- 

terrupted him, as defirous they ſhould 
belceue the contrarie : in the end ſhee 

enforcedher ſefe ro this ſpecch, _ 
as 


wo 7 


of Hipolito and Ilabella? 5 
Was itnot enough' that you had di- 
greſt ſo much from what you ought, as 


to haue followed the direRion of ſo vn» 
_ reaſonable an opinion;and fo farre pre- 


ſumed as tohauc thus often importuned 
mee, but that you muſt now be tranſ- 
ported beyond the limits of modeſtie 
and your owne honour , in daring to 
lay open all this to her , before whom 
the leaſt thought of it ſhould make you 
bluſh ? I beſcech you bee ſatisfied with 
my patiencc,and your own impudence, 
without going farther. 

The Nunne belecuing {hee ſaid this 
rather forced then heartily, interrupted 
her, ſaying , (Neece) ſcornes doe not 
alwaics ſit wcll vpon modeſt women, 
nor ought they to light indiffcrently 
vpon all thoſe that offer them their ſer» 
vice : The honeftie, birth, wit, iadge- 
ment, good faſhion , with other faire 
parts and vertues of ſuch as poſleſſe 
them,oughtto commend & makethem 
more 
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more acceptable'then others,” leffe re- 
tmarkably accompliſht ; and fheethar 
ſhould not make this difference, miiſt 
deferuero be thought without iudge- 
metit or vnderſtanding. You are not of 
that number , and the eſpeciall com- 
munication of your friendihip with'ty 
. Brother, {hewes in what ranke you 
Hold.him.. And now that you have 
occaſion to iudge his, to you greater 
then euer, and more compleat;ſince his 
parts heretofore made you eſteeme him 
worthy your fauour, why muſt the in- 
creaſe and perfe&ion of his lone bee the 
diminution and end of yours ? reſtore 
' yourſelfe to your ſelfe, ' and doe not a 
thing ſo vnlike you ; doc not (ſweet 
Neecc) make him miſcrable, whom you 
haue cucr knowne honeſt and worthy 
ofloue;nor pay the debt of the faithfull 
{cruice hee hath vowed to you, with a 
lefſe fauourable vſage then you were 
content to allow him when you _ 

im 
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of Hipalto.and Iſabella: &5 
bimicfſc /Jabr4,though ſhe made ſhew 
that theſe diſcourſes diſpieaſed ter, and 
that ſhe beleeued the tale of her Mothers 
loues to be bur a cunning 1mpoſture of 
htr Aunts, ro draw herto her Brothers 
defires, neuerthelefle this ſerued for the 
firſt excuſe of their loues, and to cleare 
the of thoſe d: ficulties which till now 
had divided them , for in the end, led 


| by her deſtinies , woone by her Aunts 


perſwaſions, with the oaths and afſu. 
rances {hee gaue her of the truth of her 
relation, and by the teares and conjura- 
tions of Hrpolico, but chiefly by the force 
of louc, ſhee yeelded her fcife wholly to 
his power :for alas, how- can a filly 
Maid maintaine her libertie againſt him 
who ſubJucs all whom he will, and ce» 
uen when be wiil co his yoke and ſub« 
jie&ion. | 
Ar laſtthen, after ſuchceremoniesas 
likely poſſein things of this kinde, H#- 


| polits is receiued by -__ for her ſer- 


pant, 


—— 
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uant, with ſuch contentment as onely 
thoſe may imagine who haue incouns 
tred rhe like happie ſucceſſes, butwith 
condicion that his loue ſhould be Kill 
confined within thoſe diſcreet limits he 
had before offered, without forcing her 
permiſſion farther then her lookes and 
ſpecch ſhould giue him cauſeto hope. 
"Theſe are leagues with which many co- 
ucr the workings of their loues, to gine 
the more glofſe to the colours of their 
intentions. But hee willingly receiucs 
thar law which inables him to make a 
. greater, and he who deſires to hauc a 
viRorie, imbraces it ypoi any conditi- 
ons ;vnder the hope, that being once 
maſter , his obedience lics in his owne 
Hands. ' All this poore Maid could de- 
Hire, was ſworne and promiſed by her 
Vncle, with all the aſſurances could be 
giuen. . So having ſupt, and the Coach 
being come, they tooke rheir leanes of 
the Nanne, with many thankes for _=_ 
| c 
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of Hipolito and Ifabella. 5 
cſnoneans ſhe hadgiuen then to clta- 
bliſh, cheir contentments , promiſing 
each-to other:an often meeting in that 
or other alike conuenient place. Some 
happy. dayes they. enioyed. to the full 
of rheix wiſhes ; but as all things are 
ſubje& ro mutability, ſo neither could 
this happineſſe long ſabſiſt without 
ſome feeling of the inconſtancy of for- 
tunic. | 
Fabritip preſſeth his Daughter to 
her marriage, belcening her Vncle his 
Brother no ſmall partof the cauſe ofthe 
coldneſſe of her inclination toir ; there. 
upon he refolues to ſend him to Padss, 
to confirme thoſc noble parts his edu- 
cation had begun in him, and tefs him 
this his reſoſution ; laying before him 
his youth, and how much it was yet 
to carly to retite himſelfe, and put an 
end.to._ſo faire/beginnings, thar it be- 
hooned. him to: go yet further to cx- 
cced che vulgar ; that his fortune was 
«od -- = - 5 to 
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tobce built vpon/exrraordinary merits, 
ſince his owne meanes were not great ; 
and thatonely for ſo good purpoſes he 
ſhould make vic of him, as of one that 
cucr would reckon him one of his ; and 
that though at Naples there was no 
want of honeſt exerciſes, yet they had 
not letters, the chiefe' ornament and 
perfe&tion of a Gentleman : beſides, 
that the place of our birth is neuer ſo 
fir for our cducarion as another. 
Hipolito ſurpriſed with this vnexpe- 
ed newes, was vnprouided of an an- 
twer, yer neither accepteth nor refuſcth 
it, bur found ſome pretencete delay the 
time for a few daics. In the end, his 
duty, his honour, his 'reafon, and the 
reucrence hee bore his Brother, made 
him conſenr , but his deſire, his paſh- 
on, his lone and contentment contra- 
di&ed it: amid thele doubts he wehe to 
aduiſe with his Siſter the Nynne, where 
hauing longweighed al theſe confidera- 
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of Flipolito augIfabella; 6&9 
tions; and finding that the reſpe@ and 
honour of his _ Was ones 
for any other argument for his tay, 
and the many accidents that might 
crolle their contentments being to bee 
ſexred ; beſides, that his Brother thc 
Notaric, of whom hee depended, and 
who began a little to fuſpe& this buſj- 
neſſe, had abſolutely told him, thar if 
he would cucr hopefor any thing'from 
him, hee was out of band to obey the 
- [appointment of their elder Brother, 
- {which was for his goed 'and aduance. 
h Jmenr ; and that if he voluntarily reie- 
X |&cdrhe well wiſhes of his friends, hee 
15 Fſhoald finde himſelfe abandoned of 
then, and of all the hope of his for- 
tunes. The Nanne (on the other (ide) 
erſwaded him, thatthe yeelding to his 
- IBrothers, beſides that ir might bee to 
him'a ſtep ro his better forrune, would 
e2no tefſe principall ſafery for the 
communication of his, and his Oe 
TRE  . 
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ſes defires,jit being hard; andalmoſtin- 
poſſible;tharthe firſt heat of their loues 
could be ſo cunninglycouered,butthat 
ſome flames would bepcrceined, that it 
was.not for him.to::hope to intertupt 
her marriage, and rhough he.could, yet 
that hce ſhould rather helpeir forward, 
as the fittcſt meane to ctabliſh 'their 
happineſſe, gaining thereby the liber- 
ty to ſec, haunt, and communicate each 
with other, with. allthe privacy they 
could deſire , that it:was to bcefeared, 
that time mighitopen thecics of Signi- 
our fabritie,and his VVifke, to ſee morc 
then they would they ſhould, that af- 
ter this marriage theſe feares would 
ceaſe, their ations being nemoreſub- 
ie&ro ſo much oycrlooking, 'the ſuſpi- 
tion of the occaſion:of; thoſe hinderan 
ces being taken aways... is 
Hipolitoat lJength- concluded vpor 
his iourney to Padne, andthart a whilc 
aſter 1/4-e/74 ſhould conſent to the mar 
| TIage 


of Mlipolito and Iſabella; 7x 
iage, without ſhewing any greater 

nefle than before, to remoue all 
ſurmiſe of her Vncles being any cauſe 
of her former backwardneſfſe : without 
ſtaying then till F4brito ſhould preſle 
him againe, his Brother of himſelfe 
vrpges him for the meancs to accom» 
pliſh bis will, promiſing him ſo well to 
employ his time and cc, as [ſhould 
give him contentment ; this Fabrizie 
receiues gladly. - -* 
. The day before his departure, hee 
met his 7/abe/ls at the Nunnery ; there 
did their approaching ſeparation giue 
all paſfage of both ſidesto thoſe griefes, 
teares, and fad complaints, that the 
violence of a mutuall Loue paffion 
might raiſe in the young hear of theſe 
Louers affeFion ; there was Fortune 
hewen, and their Deſtinjes accuſed of 
too exccſſiue a cruelty, forbringing on 
them ſo ſudden a night ofparting, cucn 
inthe morning of their warme affeRi. 
bac  —- Wy ons, 
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ons. Afﬀer that their Eyes, Voyces; 
Lippes; and \Armes, had don: their 
murcuall offices, and that the Nunne 
had comforted them, with the aflu- 
rance of her-continua)] afhſtance ; they 
confirmed againe the promiſes of their 
Lones, with rhe ſtrong - pledges: of 
all che ſolemngſt Oarhes' they could 
deniſe, inoking all the cxecrations, 
and* miſeries that Heauen, and Hell 
 conld lay vpon cither of them that 
ſhould''faile: in the leaft (point , 'with 
proreſtation, that what cuer other vow 
| CENA repugnant to: theſe 
_ Gwhich againe, and againe, they re- 
peared + (hovld nor-bee by voluntary 
conſent, bur forced and conftrained : 
and ON went. and heard Maſſe |} 

ep. <- . $. £J P- bw 

Totheend, to write with more ſafe. 
ty eaclito other, they reſolued Hipolits 
ould incloſe his Terters -within: thoſe 
hee ſhould write to' the: Nunne, - who 
-w— LL 
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ſhopld giue them: to 7/abellz, and rex 
euriie bim againe their an{wer. "They 
Ma org ee ROGIEs 

their abſeace with paticnce; 
fs docenizeend cenſus a2: « 
ting, as no appearance of cither ſide, 
(ſhould breed any ſuſpition of rheir af- 
tion : which they did firly cnough ; 
for Hipotito found meanes to ſpeake to 


' his Brothers, and take leaue of them, - 


and his Siſters -in the abſence of-his 
Neecc, whom afterward he mer, as by - 
chance, going to her: Chamber, and 
there tooke his leaue of ber with little 
ſtay. Shee tooke onely leiſure to in- 
treat him; chat ſhee mighe ſce him be. 
fore hermarriage, which ſhe promiſed 
to ſend hint word of. 

He was no ſooner at Pads, which 
was in-September, but hee canſed to 
bee madea Mirhorof Chryſtall of the 
Rocke concred with pold, and in that 
his piure incloſed, the inſide of the 

coucr 


<> —_— = = 


——— 


|| 


\ WHI-1 
{! I 

i 
't fil 


4.7 


: _ 
- —_ wp—c——_y * a———_——_— ——_ He 
A ee A A EE A CC EEED n mw ——— 
nets SI = —_ OY, RS <> <a — 
= -. pe —_— — png "I m———_ —— — _ —_—_ _— ——- - my” _y——_— 
» 


w Deere Ee III 


4 Thi Tragicall Eiflory > 


couer was ſealed 'vp with their cifer, of 
marke,which wasin this forme (sS.) 
Without of one {ide was a Heart inthe 
middeſt of a firckindled by the beames 
ofa Sunnc, and Howne by-a. Cupid, 
with theſe wordes. written about -1t 3 
Puroardet & vn; : of the other (ide, 
was a butning-Fircaſcending vpwatd,; 
and Tearcs ſhowring on it, with theſe 
words'; Nec'ladhrymu, nec mergitnr 
azz. - and ſent it. by his Lacquey dif- 
guiſed, direing:it to the Nunne, with 
this letter followings: oP , | 
0 IS ET Þ OG 


| Hae beene eutr of opinion, that the 
pafnons of Lave had thei effects 
wich more approaching to extremes, 
than all oihers, and their fruits farre 4- 
bone tmaginetion, and diſcourſe. The 
deere proofe that now I haue, aſſures mee 
of it Thane 4s yet onely tafied the plea- 
ſwre one receines w the fight of what hee 
truly lowes, and thereby doe gueſt - 

JE 


of Hipolito and Iabella: 95 


the perfeftion of that romtentment which 


pofſefiion yeelds.” But 1 am at the pre- 

, ſo throuchly affiitted with the pri. 
uot. of both Aa amifirendabate 
voue but he that feeles it can imagine,uer 
thenzh hee: felt conld expreſſe it. Yet I 
doe <gef it with ſuch patience, as it 
pleaſes tht welcome neceſſity1of” ſo rare, 
and worthy a ſubieds tolay omme,willing 


#0 live in ſufferance, or rather to begge 4 


languiſbing life of ſo beloued 4 remems 
brance, as i the repreſentation of your 
faire Idea,'aſſaring my ſelfe you will not 
altogether baniſh-mine from your: eyes, 
but bee pleaſed to entertaine likewiſe the 
memory of that ſernant of yours, who 
wil be ener ſo mach yours,as beauen ſhal 
as ſoome be falſe, as he unfaithfull : and 
Boe not you (O my deareſt) whoſe pure 


' Sonle, hath never produced attion of 


erime, to theſe other baſe and common 
ones, bat like it ſelfe ſpotleſſe, and woble, 
Joe not you 1 (beſerch you) ſuffer y” ” 
| all 


1  anexcellentPaintcrin a ſmalf Ouall,and 


| 96 The tiagicall Hifthth: 
fall underthe ordinary effetts of time, 
end abſence ; "but ing pleaſed to love 
bim,-who will liue-adoring you, and from 
the beat of whoſe affetFion you hawe al. 


ready inkindled, and raiſed —_— | 4 
which newer can brextint#, orabated. 


This letter being received by the 
Nuannc, III payers Wo 
gether with the preſent to\ Fſ«beHle ; 
whom now potogide viſited with-more 

gency then\ener, being aſſured. by 
his Farher in ſaw, and his Mother, that 
heſhould marry her before-the-Carne- 
vall next ,' the tronb/cſometim 
ties of theſe Parents , redoubled the 
gricfe the young maid felt for-the ab- 
| fence of her Hrps!7ro. PARIS: £& 

Al the eaſe the found, wasin-thoſe of 
ten denotions the made at the Nunnery 
with her good Aunt, by whoſc heple, 
ſhe cauſed ro bee made her piftore, by 


got 
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gotit incloſed in a little Enameld boxe 
of gold, vpon one {ide of which there 
were two Cupids painted, holding 
each in the one hand their Bbw, andin 
the other, a Crowneof Palmes, which 
they heldaloft ; as for reward of him 
that ſhotbeſt, and written about, New- 
ri, fed nrrique ; and onthe other fide, 
were their Cifers ioyned, made of op- 
Shafts, incloſed within a Chap. 
ctof Myrtle, and Pomgranate, and a- 
bout it, Now rift mutuis confod; potuere 
ſagitts + which ſhe ſent to Hipolrrs, b 
him that had-brought his letter, wit 
this anſwer. 


| b the effetts of our deſires were ſub- 
ied? 10 nocontraditFion, and Fortune 
Were alwayes obedient ts our wils, the 
vlory not onely of our ations, but of rper- 
ewe it ſelfe would be aefaced the pleaſure 
of our hopt loſt, and that of our enivyine 
abated, and diminiſbed. Certarnly; alt 
| #hings 
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thinos whatſocuer confeſſe: thene-: 
ſoles ary mr tee 3 be" 
cauſe by the oppo ſation of the one, the per- 
fettion of the other is onely beft knowne.. 
Thinke then: that the ſharpneſſe of thu 
abſerce, which our diſaſter makes ws:. 
wow feele, is but to reliſh tows the better 
the ſweetneſſe of each others preſence, 
when Heaxen ſhall favour vs 88 extoy it, 
er which we are not to feare will be long: 
znterdified vs. But being I dee mo 1. 
lowingly await the one, then 1 loathly s- 
bide the. other : 1 will vow to yon that 7 
Jhould efteerie my ſelfe moſt happy, if 1 
could bee ſuffered but ts enioy the liberty 
of my loaneneſſe with peace. But bebold 

' the muſery of my condition, . being, not 
daily; but bowrely drawne, or rather ha- 
led by forcego the ſatisfaction 6f the loth+ 
ſome, and vnpleaſing importanities of 
»19 $ermenters; to whoſe ſubietion the 
tyranny of my fate bath 200. ninſtly 
reſerned mee. S0 45 in this contiuuall 
PINE FrATTE, 
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warre, with my natureand deſires, 1 line 
fo artificiall, and forced 4 life, as 1 ſcarce 
vnderfiand: my ſelfe : but beare it, fore 
ming to my ſelfe by ſuch faining , ſame 
little: eaſe (2nd all: that is left mee ) 
from: the affiittion of my lines honves: 
Line aſſared of my vowes, which I will 
keepe inuiolable to you "and as I bane 
beene the firſt cauſe that your heart hath 
felt the forre of Lowes fire, be likewiſe aſ- 
ſared, you ſhall be rhe firft,and alonethat 
ſhall ener 1mbrace mes | 


. They conrtinned al! they conldrhe 
| commerce of their letters;in the meane 
time,Signior F45»-:;o wanted no coun- 
failersto perſw2c his daughter , what 
bappineſſe this mucriage with Pompers 
did promiſg her : Shee finding which 
courſe was her beſt rohold, made ſhew 
of more good liking towards him then 
aforctimes, the, which-gaue grear cons 
eentment to Sigmior Fabricio gnd £4 
—_ 


—_ —. > SA 
—_ > — 
— yy. _— —————_ -_ 7 —_— _ # 
* 


CE 


II ern nn Fs co coats” Arn rr wt ern cen 
n p Wm > 


a no—mn ereons 


— —— — 


- D—  _ Ae 


: ——_———_———_—— wood ———_——_———— ———————_—__+ 
© __  — 
$——— 6 


—— 


SE_ 


OI I Ir > SAI ern A eo a eee 


OWE moron erm tne ner me — — 
- CE CONST 


\ 
i" 
| 
1 |: 
[1 : 
[/ 
j 
: 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 


CO EIT 
3 
- 


"> 
© vie, ho now .cſtceming; her: wholly | 
reclaimed to their wills , made her ac+ 


quainted with their dgfire of the di- 
ſuc of her Marriage, preſently after 

eend of the. Chriſtmas holy-dayes.: 
Shee that alwayes belecned it ſhould 
hauebeene deferred till the end of the 
Carneual!, (for fearc of being ſurpriſed) 
writ to Hipolico this letter following - . | 


Yu bane alwayes promiſed me, and 1 
hae preſumed on tt , that 1 ſhould 
haze the happineſſe to ſee you before the 
dajes of my ſacrifice. Now knowing they 
are to be haſtened, and that preſently af- 
| fer theſe boly-dayes , 1 muſt into my (et- - 
ters; I haue found 1be meanes $0. 4c» 
quaint you with this ſad newes, whoſe e- 
wemts, [ bape you will prenent with your 
promiſe. To this I doe ſummon you, be» 
feech you, coniure you by the obligation 
_ word, by the duty. of your lone, 
by the aſſurance you bane of mine; by for 
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of Hipolito.and Habella: 8x 
boly oathes wee hane made; and by that 
reſpet? and 1encrence' you owe to theſe 
dinine powers, which our inuotatiow- 
made our witneſſes. Tos owe my miſe 
fortunes this conſotation,betanſe the h 

of your contentm7! in it was ndt the firſ, 
but onely cauſe of my conſenting 10 this 
watch. 1 will not feare you will by re- 


| fuſing his my firſt requeſt, gine mee ſo 


zuſt occaſion 10 diſtruſt your affettion 
becauſe you owe it ; it lies in your power, 
ro'doe it, 1 deſires, and there needes but 
your will, ro the accompliſhment of your 
dne, and my ſatufadtion. 7 


This letter was fafcly deliuered to 
Hipolito , which more afflited him, 
then if it had broughe him' the doome 
of his death. And, bur tharhce kfiew ir” 
madneſſero gppoſc what he could not 
hinder (and though he could, it might 
bee bis deftrution) hee had to his vt> 


termoſt Jabourcd to haue croſt it : bur 


i 4 


EY The Thagicall Biftory" 
hee\yedded.in his reſolution to. necel-" 
{hrie,: and conuenicnce,. and.ſent- this: 
anlwcree:. my 394% , 142 ak wrath 


LS 4s 
\ 
Ls 


4X ; : $55 #4 Ts 14%... Ty SY}. 
PÞ*y . 4re.. weake and cold. affettions,' 
D.-that needefo:much chafing, and re 
membrance of their duties, and not thoſe. 
who by their: owne feelings. are enough: 
aiſpofed xt 159108 from theſe hing s that 
1 would gine yes the eſtimation. of my:0- 
bedience, bwthy the. haz ard, af a5 many 
lines if I bad hem as Iranld wiſh there: 
wig ve gdayes between: this. ann the ds- 
compliſhment of; what you enforme mee; 
fence Heauen ſhewes it ſelfe ſs imtentiue 
10.289: uiyes45 ip baſicnſs mnch the tfme 
of your appdjarcd Marriage; we maſt in 
dare Jhts bjtier lawes. Bur if" it wieaue 
#bſolately. to: zrinmph,qncr . my, happi- 
Yfſtr £t, moſt. {6 breaks off. the 
$4474 9] MYHC 31/07 aha encly [babb he: 
ms Brſeof1 onr foghs almoſt wish 
us. lertes; Which loo her. mee £5 fulir6j 


eriefes 
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of Hliglite,cqd Yahella. 84 
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byvelgnn vt h1o4l i NIEL my 
-1By good. bap the. Poſt of Naples 
was then at Padna, who bad roms 


letters and moncy to H7p9l;to from his 
Brothers, and by whom hce rcturne 

themanſwere, which gauchim the fit- 
ter,.commodity ro, ſtcale his iourncy. 
without being diſcoucred. Hee went 
 dilguiſcd. during che Chriſtmas holy- 
daycs, and by-bywaycs got to Naples, 
where hee arrived Hate in:thechening, 
and withonr being knowne to any one, 
found che way rhe ncxt morning to the 
Nunncry, where hee lay concealed fot 
rhe ſpace of cightor tenne dayes in bis 
Siſters Chamber ; in which time 1/4- 
bella (who quickly heard of it) had but 
three timcs che-meanes to ſee him; and 
thcn_ caylcd 'certaine workes, to bee 
made there,, which was the pretext of 
hier viications.” During, the two. laſt 
youre mT Y: "FSC lbs whiteof, 
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whereof, the good and difcrece Nnane 
kfethem alone in her Cabitier two or 
three hourcs, where they imployed 
the rime about(you nay imagine what) 
rather than to looke on pifures. For 
was itfit, and reaſonable, that che 
deere and laſt gage of the confirmation 
of aloue arriued to his perfe&tion,ſhold 
bee reſcrued for him, whoſe merit and 
affe&tion might beſt claime it ; nor for 
one that had but the ſhadow giten him 
by the blind ryranny of fare. 

A little after Twelfe day, becauſe 
the time of her marriage drew neere, 
and hislonger ſtay, could not bee bur 
' incommodious and dangerous ; hee 
popes for his depareare, and after 

auing anew repeated their 601d oathes 
and affurances, and giuen cach other 
freſh witneſſes of the affeRions of their 
ſoules, by all ſorts of lamenrable com- 
plaints, that may bee occaſioned by fo 
Giſplealing a ſeparation, (which the! 


could 


Ss 


of Hipolito aug THabella, 3g 
cauld not leane off till Teares, Words, 
and Time failed them) he cit her, -, 
,.» Shortly after, and almoſt as ſoone as 
Hipolite was. arrined at Padue , the 
"ons promiſed hp 0m ,of Powpero 
Iſabella were diſpatcht, with the 
honour of much great and noble com- 
pany Combats, Races for prizes, 
ques, and other pleaſures viuall in 
ſuch occafions. | 
. -He that had well obſerued 1/abellas 
lookes that day, (howſocuer ſhe might 
| diflemblc chem) would haue indged 
thar what ſhee did then, was more by 
conſtraint, than our of her wils cle&i- 
on. This alteration (apparant ſome. 
times in her tcares, which yer ſhe ſtroue 
to hidc) was by ſuch as perceiued it, at- 
tributed rather to the apprehenſion ſhe 
mighe have of the change. of her cen- 
dition (which often troubles in ſuch 
occurrences, the chaſt hearts of yong 
maides) than tothe true cauſe, which 
| "G3 none 
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none knew''of |'The Utineing! bet 
ended, the Bride ledint&het Cant 
and 'vndreſt; and the women thar" aC- 
coinpanicd her, departed;-{etreviged 
into het inner Chamber, whetE 113 d& 
ſpite of her beſt reſolution, the forte 
of -her-teares'onerbare the ſtrongeſt 
oppoſition herteaſon could-make DE 
reſting with#obhing] and/broken{c6nþ 
plaints, the faults ſhce made againſt het 
faith to Hipolito, and the mote thce 
ſought to cutbe her'paſſion;” the-more 
violent itgrew,ſo a5 in this'tonflit; ſhe 
was halfe diſtrated.' [nrhe end'dom- 
ming a little more to het ſelfe;''{hee 
rooke paper, and bade-her maid bring 
| Her handkercher, faining that her noſe 
bled, to excuſe her long ſtay ;” ain 
the meine time opened a veine: ſo-well 
to her purpoſe,as ſhe had blood enough 
ro write this letter to Hipelito, : 


Swe 


id Be 7 Habella., 


Sins my reaxes. LID 7% to Rng 
a. griefes,: my, blood, ſhall, and. 
wad 7 theſe Þvere my tafh (taps that :7 

die 46 ind8cent in way, ations, a 
1.wilk for.exer. line conſtant ia. the ſince- 


rity of amy, will opards.y08. Which will 


i fo contrary to what I am forced i, as 


that ,(, bus Heges Jour, command). 1 - 


| 0s fammer, 16 .to my 
EP er 


_— ehrough 373, canſtraipty.1e ne: 
vertheleſſe,the extremity ther {qrces mes 
4aphe Þ ;commil. againff yan, and 


4g4inff my [elfe,, will pener heat Ft 


ferme mee for reracgy againſt ie: LITTOR 


ble ms Lee hor wg mJ. ſouleyin be- 

Fx Flee rg er ewhd 

put a1 fo that which 6 onely ane. to 

2065 4nd(ch 7 at (4s conſenting 19 he vi- 

-y,of wine "exemy)..1 ſhow(d. yee 7 
Fl zo hips for bys prey and $7900 

"4, en, 180, 145her 1 am dragg d 20. / 

G 4 loathed 
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loathed bed. Why did not my Deſtinies 
rather ordafne my life for a bleeding ſa- 
erifice pou the altar of Diana, they to 
| ſlave itto the tyrannoms ſePnitade of theſe 
onworthy bends ? from the which (if 
you will not) 1/0w death muſt bet ere 
long the meanes of my deliverance. 


She had only cheleiforeto end and 
feale this Litter, when her Motherwho 
had ſtaid ail rhat while in her Cham- 
ber, came to take her ro bed, and found 
her binding vp her hand, which' ſhee 
fined ts bane hure by miſchthce." She 
ſecin her face ſo.ſad and tull of reares, 
impurcd it to the anguiſh of her hue, 
and to the apprehenſion that Maids'v- 
ſually hape of their firft.nighrs cndiu- 
rings, But when ſhce was to po tobed, + 
her rcatesbrake out anew, and her Mo- 
therfindiop her vnwillingneffe ſogrear, 
as ſhecould hardly in a long time draw 
her out of that inward Chamber we 


ſhear, fent ſor -hers Father, and-Gaid 
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89 
much to him chax-wicneft her griefe to 


finde things ho ill cearmes, and that 
hots as ingaged beyond the 
recoucty.ob repentance, rhurarny 


was pur tobe; noe without thepitie of 
all © her;"and-beleefe thar onely 
her word was forced, not her will gai- 
ned to ehis" marriage *: and had: her 
Husband'vnderftood\any thing, hee 
might" caſfily' hane perceiucd in bed 
how the world went; but baving no 
ſiphebut inhiseyes, bee conld ſee no 
farther than their obieR. | Hee ſuffered 
ſcorrifall-refufals even till” morniog, 


"when hereceinedit for a great favour, 


ro receive bur a kiſle, 
© Some daies after the Carnevall this 


fo "Jaſted, and then Pompeis 
&cd' to their owne houſe, where his 
chiefeſt” abode was before. A little 
after, the Nunne that had connayed 
"> TOR Iſabelle 


os «DW 
1/abellas \ertet:tei Fightin 


,rexrinccyand 
{enter thisfolowing:anfwet.v) (1-1; 


16 52004792 Ih oVni egnins 2bnf 
"His! 6s wot theranelys 1thae 
may; teach 1:5;10hev _ 

baue theit Ivginwiuge retmoned. 

orl{gar,abd differing from the * 

1ra6? ofthe world, hanetbeirrinfreucet 


ces. ſpray cand feldeme ſaencoiohtbetiour 
rhltddf 


ignorance to prevent therss ant 
 fientty + of nding 20081 thiuremedies, 
wonld:nathgr Eras Whem thiy cov - 
cermg, 411 will th pupſue thebnui then gioe 
ops when Jtþ ein (6 tHlalanement. 
Amt. fanoe iert ne ſhines moſt tn ripe moſe 
difficult things, -a1d, 'the more." things 
feeme impoſſi le, the; more their -extcy- 
tou is yvorgh the compaſiing, + 68 Us 
{ deere ſoule)!ftgape, but not finke wutier 
the.burthen of theſe #flidtiansgleath is « 
peſible'and eaſie nimedy for. alhy ſince we 


haue it whes wee li iff #11 Oy Owne power. 
'But.gs it were the end of our preſene mi- 
ſeries, 
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ries, ſo would it.be chepridation of our 
hn 4 2 Thasrthen, nb $a 
dur 'Intef refuge; mbem defpefure af =an- 
joyine the he; :wte:miy tbireby ieſeepe 
9he other Shabtor rhrowmonr jelues as thr 
Yeet of minftrane'? if indeauft rovelud: 
there, lefmecamake my rhice temirabl 
by the | fatremarkes-t ſhall legut df ithc 
pores loue hath ina reſoleed brenſ 
 Leaut'mt the care of what. nemhaines, jor 
You haute for your part but .tobt well;.dif- 
charged your duty, fince all the hower 4 
our lone bath kntherto:been youre: end 
having no other enerit © anſwer is with, 


it «fit that all the ſmars ſhovid be mine. 


But wee both feele that part too mngh:: 
'bee not you weary ſtill to lone mee, ufſ- 
"ring your ſelfe my ſeraice ſhall for ener 
- accompany the faith' of mine: aſſection, 
" patience my -micſoriune, 'and it may bee 
i4 happy euent my enterpriſes. Of which 
T hope at Eaſter to come and aduiſe with 


Jon, | 
Thee 
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"Theſe Letrers: gaue Tſabel/s ſome 
comfort , whoſe ſorrowes neither the 
great feaſting,. catertainments, viſirati- 
onsof kindred;friends and acighbours, 
the commoditicsof a pleaſant and rich 
houſe, nor all the fondaefſeof her new 
Husband could any whit diminiſh ; ſo 
much her mindelaboured-with the im- 
patiencewflonc and defire,with the ab- 
ſence of her Zpo/iro, and with the dil- 
pleaſure ſhe rook at the faule the accuſed 
her ſelfc of, hauing made againſt him. 


In thistime #po/zto ſent his elder Bro- |. 


ther word that hee would viſit him ar 
Faſter, who now having married his 
Daughter, was indifferent for his Rro- 
thersretarne: and he having receiued a 
| leave,catne ewo daies before Exfter;and 
the day after, came Powpere is La- 
dy thither. The ioy-andcontenemene 
of theſe loucrs at their mecting was '(o 
great, as bred them no little ”_ todif- 
{cmble ic : 1ſ«be/la fayning 


uch a wel- 
Cone 
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come to her Vncle, as if his comming 
had bcene vndreamt of, and vnexpe- 
ed, They were there wgether cight 
or tendayes without opportunity of'a- 
ny prinacy, bur once, becauſe ſhe could 
not go now as before without compa- 
ny tothe Nunnery. 

In this time Xipo/ito vling the fitteſt 


] carriage for the time and quality of his 


lone, addreſt himſcifc ſo well to his Ne- - 
phew, and fo woon his affeQion, as no 
mans company was ſopleaſing and ac- 
: ceptable to bim as his. After that, Pom. 
_peioand his Lady went home to theic 
owne houſe, but not without hauing 
firſt drawne a promiſe and aſſurance 
from Hipolito, that hee would within 
| twodayesſec them : which he did, be- 
ing now freed from the curioſity ef 
many cics,and hauing only his ro blind, 
_ were of themſclucs well cnough 
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There was yet in the houſe an old 
woman 
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woman ,-whp had Jong Jiued there. a. 
ſcruant, who þeing theigencrall Keys»: 
keeper of. alhthe roomes, and fo wene, 
too. and fro. through the houſe, centred. 
calily into thoſe ſuſpitions that a wic. 
ked old age: is-often ſubic&. to, being 
alſo led by thoſe many appearances. 
Which love 1n ian vawary young, cou- 
ple! (tcanſpaxted with theggnuenicace 
o$8\4n vacxpeRed liberty: y rakes not 
heed to preaent.z and hatching chis o- 
pinibn withant making ſhew of it ro a- 


ny, morenercowly twatcherh their be- | 


hauiours, - who having with, coatcnt- 
ment cnough'enioycd lame. dayes to- 
gether, concluded it at laſt better to vic 
diſcrcerly thoic oppartunitics, than a- 
buſe their fortunezas allo che good Nun 
had carefully adviſed them-ro beware of 
bring ſurpiized in inconpenicnces. 


' 1| #lipolitayretatnes; to Naples, from 


whence he often viſits his Nephew for 
hisNeecesdake, who could not ſo well 
] TATTR _ _ command 
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| coramand þer-paikons, but thee: muſt 


thew much: more contentment in her 
face, when her Wncleyas there, then ar 
other rirnes, {caſting him more then her 
Husband, who was ſp blinde and ycel- 
ding to them, as. he would leaue them 
ro-cntertaineOnc another (as hee call'd 
!t) and himſclfc ſpend the whole day in - 
hunting, Vherein 'Hipolico excuſed 
bimaſclc, being, the thing he was moſt 
unfir fot, and leaſt delighted in ;- the 
malice that, appeared in the doubifull 


| !ookcs: of this bulicold woman, began 


mo diſtruſt-her,ſo as Hipolito 
durit neither goe fo. often, nor ſtay ſo 
long in the houſe of Pompeio,as before; 
who both tooke his ſtrangenelle/ill,and 
complained of it to his, VVite.. / 

Hee gaug her. lcaue,to gge toNeples 
to ſec her: Mother ,, with charge to rc- 
rurne wich her Vacte; ye may imagine 
this iouroy was vadestaken with,mpch 
glanelle, and the condition accepted 


with 
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with _ She remained with her's 
mm fanoured: with her Mo- 
* ers ficknelle, and ———n_y 

engoing to the Nunnery, whete 
had he ner wh or other unlicg 
for colaur of her going. 

During her abſence from home an 
Vncle of her Husbands (fometime his 
gaurdian, a Knightof marke and/noble 
deſcent) came to ſee him, and hisbouſc, 
liuing at that time not farre thence ; 
where having fome on *— one his 
Necces returne, thou 
very ſtrange, andtold ef. rw 
hee was not to winke at ſuch courſes, 
#d that fince hee had bronghr lietle 0- 
ther ad to his houſe, he was to 
cxpeR from her at leaſt a carchull eie 0- 
ner his domeſticall affaires, which 


would run into confuſion if ſhee conti- 
nued this faſhion. 
The malitions old woman vpo! this 
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from diſcouecting to the knight what 
ſhee thought of her Lady, beſeeching 
him cotake ir well , as comming from 
an ancient and faichfull ſeruant of thar 
houſe, who could not paſſe ouer fo 
great 2 blemiſh without violating her 
duty. He feemed to belecue nothing of 
what (hee ſaid, and like a ſubtile Fox, 
reproucd her ſharpely taxing the vild- 
nefſe of her diſpotition in conceiuing ſo 
falſe and wicked an opinion , of a di- 
ſcrecte and verruous Lady; andher im» 
pudence in daring to ſpeake it ro him, 

The old woman in her owne excuſe, 
rold him al! the particulars ſhee had 
built vpon, which ſunke ſo deepe into 
the apprehenſion of this man, as they 
ncuer after left him. As it isthe pro- 


. pertic of a malirious nature, to doe in- 


jury to what it hates, (according as the 


patGon ig defined, to be a diſpoſition of 
the willinteneiuc to the hurt of others) 
ſo this miniſter of hate, willing to cxe- 
SE 5 cute 
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cute her fury vpon theſe poore louers, 
tooke rhe oiien of thee manak af. 
fe&ions, to exerciſe vpon them her 
own rape, for not being now ablein her 
withered age, to haue the part in theſe 
Loue pleaſures, like one cuer before 
liqueriſh offuch fruir, and now not ca- 
pable of being ſatisfied, for the three 
{core and fift decreped yeere of her age, 
that had alrcady disfigured her face, 
with a hundred fouldes and wrincles, 
forbadall beholders not onely the de- 
ſire, but even opinion. Certainely, as 
rhe Childe is the figne of Virginitic 
paſc ;- the ſcarre, that chere hath beene 
a wound ; and, Dzomedes his {lipper, 
that hee had a lame club foore , ſo was 
the paſt il! life of this old woman, e- 
novgh viſible in that crooked difpoſiti- 
on of her minde;thatdroue herforward 
in the ill fruites of her hate and malice, 
who as Priſoners ſometimes play with 
their Shecklcs and fetters, ſonot know» 


of Hipolito and Ifabella, gy 


ing perhaps how ellc.to paſle the time; 
and decciue che languiſhmeat of a wea- 
ry age, bulicd her (clte with the affli&. 
ing chis yang cupple, fo ſhaking (as it 
were) the fetters of her loched Priſon 
and ſolitude, Vee muſt belceue fo ; for 
it is moſt credible that in matters vn» 
certaine, and chat confiſt in the onely 
knowledge of their cauſe (as arc theſe 
inconueniences bapning in the way of 
the renowne and credit of faire demea- 
ned people) the opinions of honeſt 
minds , will rather accord to their ho- 
nour, then ſufter the ralhneſl: of their 
idgements toconclude them vitious. If 
we finde ſome tauirs in the life and ai. 
ons of men and: women, we ſhould ra- 
ther determine them the defes, or cr- 
rors of vertue, not.yct arriucd to the 
perfe&ion, then flat wickednefies, pro- 
cceding from.a (ctled vice ; and ſpeake 
otthcm with a modeſt ſhame, and cha- 
ritable compalſon of poore humane 
We. , NW OR 
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+ Nature, which cannot produce crea- 
tures ſo perfe& and accompliſht, as 
their lincs ſhall bee altogether cxempe 
from reprchenſion, bur there will cuer 

be ſorewhar faulty and wanting. 
"Examples doe teach vs that it hath 
eyer beene an infamons, and diſhoneſt 
faſhion, to blot, and deftroy the credie 
and fame of people, by reaſon of the 
importance, and conſequence of ſo ma. 
ny miſcrabie accidenrs thatenſue chere- 
of : for whatelſe doe theſeexa& obſer« 
ers, but factifice to the'worlds malice 


_ (asto ancvillſpirir)their overages, pro» | 


uoking vntirrely (and often moſt vii= 
tuftly) the forrowes, and furies of ſuch 
as apprehend themfcluts injured. As 
toe Carpenters that had the charge of 
che Deliek Galley, have by fupplying, 
or lining ſtill the rottety and decayed 
ribbes with new peeces of wood, kept 
itſound and entire finct the timic it was 
firſt built : So certainely muſt wee - 
; | ul 
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with this Reputation,and it is no more 
hard to maintcine and hold vp a good 
name and honour, than a flame, in 
keeping ftill vnder ie fomewhat to ſup- 
port, and preſeruc it aliue z but when 
once fury , and -malice haue vtterly 
quenche and kild it, there is then no 
more hope left of recouering the one, 
than renewing theother,when the mar- 
ter is ſpent , yet ſuch is the peruerſ 
neſſe of the age we liuc in, and ſomany 
ill inclinations there are, as for a little 
profit, or pleaſure, they care not to ſeo 
all things in combuſtion, and as a field 
full of weeds, ſois the world in cuery 
corner, full of vngratctul}, and diſloy- 
all mindes. | | 

The wile therefore ought to bee cir- 
cumſpec, and as miſchiefes are like to 
ariſe, ſecke to preuent them, and if not 
viterly kill and root them our, yet keep 
them vnder, from getting the maſtery 
ofrheir reputations. | 
EE WE 
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©. The wiſe (ſaid the wiſe man) receiue 

profit from their enemies , wherefore 

they-at leaſt , whoſe lines are nor with- 
out colour of ſuſpition, ought curiouſly 
ro practiſe this art and ſcience. 

The $atyr\prefling to: imbrace and 
kifle fire the firſt time he ſaw it, Prome- 
theus criesto him , Saryr, thou wile 
wipe the beard of thy chinne , for it 
burnes being rouch'r, itgincs (beſides) 
warmthe , and light, and is our moſt 
vleful} element being well and rightly 
ved. So doubtleſſc; nothing in this 
world is ſo hurtfu'l, but ene fide or 0- 
ther it may bee approzchr and hand- 
led, and applied to ſome vir, and pro- 
fit. Fooles are the poyſon6t locietie, 
but ſuch as are deſcreete-and prudent, 
can curne to their owne -profit and ad- 
vantage, and'fit'ro their owne vſe, al! 
_ rhedefignes ofenmitic and'hatred. And 
enenſo,' whatproued moſt hurtfull-to 
Hipolito and Iſabella, might, hae be- 
SIT ; E T7 come 


| of Hipolito aud labella, 10g 
come no lefſe profitable to them, ifthey 
had beene as carefull and wary as they 
ſhould hauc becne. 

To wit, in this time, that this Vncle 
and guardian (incenſed with what hee 
had from the old womans report) 
growes from that time vigilant and 
warchfull over them. He vſes meanes 
that 7/abellz is ſent for, who ſoone after 
arriues accompanied with her Vncle ; 
both of them rcſoluing to honour this 
old Gentleman, as they did. After 
cheir greetings, 1/-bela gaue him a faire 
wrought Towell, and a Purſe of the 
Nunnes worke , 31d to her Husband 
many other little roycs ; wanting no 
faire and probable excuſes for her tar- 
riance. This Knight or gaurdian ſtay- 
ed therethree dayes after their returne, 
prying into all their aFions,and watch- 
ing them ſtrialy, leaning no meanes 
vnſonght , whereby to diſcouer their 


necreſt paſſapes. | 
WF, hola H 4 And 
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And as one of thatage and Nation, 
being once toucht with a ſuſpition, 
yeeldes himſclfe eafie to perſcucr in it, 
vpon any the leaſt appearances that 
may bee preſented to him ; ſo, though 
hee- perceiued - none ſufficient ro con- 
firme, and ſerele bis iudgement vpon, 
- the inſufficiency -rhat hee knew in 

is Nephew , and the difpariric be. 
eweene his wife and him made him diſ- 
like the honeſt priuacies berweene her 
and her Vncle, falthough they ſtrercht 
no farther chan might bee permitted. 
Hee reſolues before his depsrruretopur 
a mante his Nephew to waite on him 
in:his Chamber, thar 3d beene of his 
owne breeding , whom hee furniſh'e 
_ withall ſuchinſtruRionsas he thought 
the fitteſt to: bring him to the know- 
ledge of what hee defired to diſcouer. 

This Chamberlaine is willingly xc- 
cciued of both the Husband: and the 
Witctgo, who nothing ſaſpeRing _ | 

4.1. | | or 
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_ for-that Centinell and Watch-man 
auer her, thather Vncle had deſigned 
him for, laboured ro make him hers by 
the deſerts ofagood and kinde vſage. 
Hipelito on the other fide, let paſſe no 
_ accafion thatmight binde him to him ; 
but vnder the disgiuſc of a fained af- 
fe&tion to their ſeruice , and acknow- 
lecgmentof his obligation (this crafty 
malitious fcilow) ſoothes , and lalles 
ehemaſleepe, Thus this young coup- 
ple-ingulfed in the midſt of their plea- 
ſures, guided by the onely motion of 
their deſires, forcſee nor the Shelues, 
and Rackes that threaten them with 
the Shipwracke and vtter loſſe of all 
their contentment, 

So hurtfull often times is our happi- 
neſſe, in hindring the purſuite of our 
deſignes, through the ſloath, negli- 
gence, and inconſideration, with which 
it ſtupifies vs, and driues vs head-long 
to our cuine. 


This 
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This Chamberlaine ſeconded with 
the old woman, (to whom the Knight 
had alſo declared his intention) had 
within a moneth or two, at certaine 
times of Hipolits's repaire to his Ma» 
ſters houſe, perceiued ſome what be. 
tweene them, which hee forthwith 
acquainted the Knight withall. who 
thereupon goes to Naples, where (like 
enough by his meancs)- there was al- 
ready ſome whiſpering rumour ſpread 
about of this newes ; and where no 
ſooner arrived, but without any word 
to his Brother Fabritio,, or his wife 
Zi«ja, of what led him thither , hee 
o0%s to the Notary ; who was Hipoli- 
rs chicfe refuge, and tells him, thar if 
his Brother our of hand reſtrained not 
his diſhoneſt frequentation with his 
Neece, hee was in danger ere long to 
ſmart for'it, adding how much they a- 
buſed the aduantage of their neere al. 
liance ; aud that hee had not RENns 
» tne 
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the firſt report of the vnlawfull priua- 
cies that had long beene bertweene 
them, but now was ſo vndoubredly re- 
ſo\ued thereof, as bee could no longer 
bee ignorant,or conceale them:and that 
(ſauce for the reſpe&t and honour of 
their houſe) he hadere then,taken ſuch 
reuenge as had befitred ſuch a forfaite : 
how hce had reucaled it to none but 
himſelfe onely, as one who beſt, and 
with leaſt ſcandal] might ſtop thepro- 
greſſc of the buſineſle, and bury it : and 
whoſe wiſedome hee knew of abilicie, 
for fo diſcreete a conduR, and as the 
conſequence of the affaire required, All _ 
the allegations that the Notary could 
make' to the contrary of this Knights 
opinion, and to poſſeſſe him withother 
belizfe of his Brother and Neece, and 
how there was nothing, thatcold bee 
1dged more licentious between ther, 
then their neere alliance permitted, fer- 
ued to na purpoſe, : 
þ R 


108  TheTragicall Hiſtory 

In concluſion, hee intreated him that 
he might know no more ſuch faſhions 
in his Brother, leaft he found his ceurſe 
more rovghly interrupted than hee 
looked for. 


This Notary miſtruſted nathing of : 


thetruth che knight had told him, be- 
ing himſelfe. a man that vſed not to. 
condemne any kinde of this vice, and 
belides,, had before (as granted ) 
warned his'Brother to bee wary inthe 
menage of his affaires, advertiſing him 
how harda.matter it was for him, long 
tqconceale them, it hee 9pce gaue ouer 
theircoadu, wholy tothe libertie of 
his affe tions, Soone after (then) hee 
tells him what the. Knight had diſcoue- 
red ; whereupon he refrained from vis- 
fiting his Neece as befoxe,ſanc by let. 
ters, which ycrt were feequent,and gaue 
her often,newes of him, Shecon the 0- 
ther {ide (to whom writing was. .not 


-—> 
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ſufficicnt) beeing of nature apt.coough 
, to. 
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' tocxpoſe to all dangers her Fortune, 
and Life, to giuc the greater proofeto 
her affe&ion, to whomeſhe had vowed- 
it, and condemning all artifice of dif- 
ſimulation, and enen diſcretion, as pro- 
ceeding from a minde , too free within 
it ſelfe, and exempt from pafſion ;' full 
of vnreſt, could not containe ber ſclfe, 
from diſcoucring rhe alteration in her 
thoughts, bur yee!ded to rape, and dif- 
pleaſure (vpon all occafſons ) againſt 
this o14 woman, and-often-againſt her 
new man , of whom ſhee was now 
growne difiruſtfoll. 

Being aduertized by Hipe/ico, of an 
intetition hee” 'had to accompany the 
Princeof Z#}ignt» to Rome, her quicke 
inuention ſiipplied her readily, with a 
colourable occaſion to goe to Naples, 
and ſuch as* her Hosband was moſt 
willing with; there ſhec learned more 
particularly , all whar this Knight had 
told” che Notary , by the aduice - of 

her whom, 
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whom, andofthe Nunne, Hipokro gocs 
toRome. poll 
1ſabella's jourtyy was not approucd 
of by the Knight her Vacle ; and con. 
firmed in him, and in others, the doubz 
inco which hc-was entrred of this Louc, 
and in her Mother alſo , who thought 
much more of itchen ſhe ſpake. 
During Hipel:tos abode at Rowe, the 
old Woman and the Chambcrlaine 
had but few pleaſant houres, bur 
ſill (he found ſomewhat ,or other a- 


miſſe in their aRions : ſo as one day, 


this old carcaſſetold her, thatfor being 
r09 truc a ſcruant to her Maſter, her 
Lady lou'd her not , and thar if ſhee 
could haue ſecne and ſaid nothing, ſhe 


had marcus; raare life. This came. to - 


che Hasbands earcs 3- who ſounding 
not the battome of it, paſt it ouer. 
The Chamberlain was more ſubtile, 


: 


for eq could heare ir ſaid, that. 
worthy of hare, that could 


they were 


wwe wo woes 4 
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 Induretoſerue ina place , where they 


were knowne to be onely ſet to doe baſe 
offices ; and ſerue for candles to lighr 
ſtrangers into all the baſcneſſe of the 
houſe, with much more to that pur. 
poſe, yet, bee ſtopt care and mouth, to 


all, and ſeeming to vnderſtand nothing 


of it , made likewiſe no anſwere to 
any thing: 

The Knight who had becne till in. 
formcd of all things, came againe to his 
Nephew : where freely hee told his 
Neece, of his diſcontent at her faſhion - 
of life, intreating her to change it, or 
that clſe hee was to make the world 
know how vnworthy ſhe was, to hold 
the honour of ſuch a houſe and alli- 
ance. All her well coucht and propable 
ſpecches (which the many angry teares 
of her great heart would not ofa long 
rime giue paſſage to) did no whit abate 
the obſtinacy of this Vncle ; who ar 
length,more ſweetning his ſpecch,then 

__” altering 
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alcering his opinion z. told her, that to 
make her innocence appeare, and re- 
mooue all miſdoubts (fincethings were 
already come to ſo ill a paſſe) the was by 
a change of life to remooue their cauſe , 
and that to this, there wanted bur her 
will, by the reſolution whereof, ſhce 
might.alwayes make her ſelfe appeare, 
ſuch as ſhee defired the World ſhould 
judge her, Afecr hauing well choughe 
of what courſe was fitceſt for her to 
rake ,; (hee had recourſe to the inforced 
remedy of diſhmulation ; Shee ſpake 
not ſo much of her Vncleas before, nor 
fo often commended his a&ions, nor 
curiouſly enquired after him, yer ſhee 
often heard newes of him, thougl#vr 
fo ſecretly, but till this Chamber- 
laine perceiued, and tooke notice of fre- 
quent meſſages to his Lady, which his 
Maſter had no word of ; ſhee ſhewed 
her ſelfe more eafic to pleaſe, and bee 
fcrucd than in former times , _ to 
cw 
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ſhew her plrpoſe of confining . her 


thoughts, within the compaſle of her 


houſe, and attend onely to the care of 
her domeſticke affaires, ſhee tooke the 
charge 
and dexterous a management, that one 
would haue thought , ſhec had buſicd 
the ſtudy of her whole life in them. 
Shce cauſed to bee made her a Cabinet, 
or ſtudy, with the cntry into it of her 
garderobe , or inger Chamber, and a 
age out into the Garden of the 
ouſe, by a narrow ſtaire-caſc glaſed of 
cither fide, and the Glaſſe couered with 
falſe windows,to ſec,and not tobe ſeen. 
Shecauſed itro be Varniſh'r, Gilr, ador- 
n#1 with PiAures, Bookes, China co- 
fers,and other ſuch ſingularities as peo- 
ple that vnderſtand, and are curious in 
that kinde vie tohaue, There ſheſpent 
ſuch time as the companie of her Hus- 
band , Strangers, and Houſkold buſi. 
neſſe left free to her, Shee went ſome- 
I rimes 


of them vpon her, with fo fit _ 


| 
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"times to Naples, but ſtayed not; thee® 
_or foure moneths toperher , the 'was 
conſtant 'to' this new life, with much 
content to her Husband , Mother, and 
'the Knighther Vacle. 

During her Hipelito's abſence, ſhee 
cauſed to bee made a Bracelet of knots 
of her Haire to weare on his arme, 
ſtudded with Rabies, and Diamonds, 
with a large locke of Gold foure ſquare, 
and ſer with a rich ſtone atcach corner, 
the midſt was Inamcled blew, reſem- 
bling clonds ſowen with Teares halfe 
hidden, and little appearing, and writ- 
ten abour , Codnuntur non ſiccantar, 
which ſhee fent with this letter. 


'J'2 bee alwayes.a face differing 
= from my paſſions, to haue my words 
contrary. to my thoughts, my deedes to 
my will, tearts in my hears and laugh- 
ter in my mouth, anguiſh in my ſoule, 
and ioy in my lookes , diſdaine within, 
5 and 
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and reſpett in outward appearancegto bee 
always preſent , where my minde and 
thoughts are witerly abſent, to faine 
a doting affeciion, out of 4 won loa- 
thing. In briefe, to ſhew a full content in 
liuing vnder the ſabieition of a moſt 
contrary ſernitude ; theſe are the oxdi- 
nary pleaſares of my life. Till vow, ths 
hape 1pgane my ſelfe, that it might bee, 
Heauen would in the end grow weary of 
affliting vs , hath inabled metoſirus. 
zle with the miſeries of this wy flrazge 
coxdition ; But 1 maſt confeſſe, I doe 
zow begin to feele ſo great a failing in 
the force of my patience, as if I fiwde not 
my ſelſe ſpeedily afſifted, with the de- 
monſtration of ſome thought and care of 
your part for my delinerance, 1 ftall gine 
ouer the care of my life , for alas it were- 
but unprofitabie to you, and ro mee moſt 
wiſerable. Thinke on it, ana make mee, 
1 beſeech you, capable of your deliberati- 
on, and keepe with the memory of m 
I 2 eruth, 
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wrath , this pledge (perhaps my beft) 
that herewith T ſend you. 


This letter fo mooued Hipolite, as 
immediately vpon the receipt of them, 
hee returned to Neples, where he could 
not ſtay three dayes without ſeeing his 
Neece, with whome G@fter the Hus- 
bands many welcommings) hee was 
retained certaine dayes with more caſc 
than needed. 

Alas thar the firſt day could not 
paſſe, without reducing to them their 
former falhion ; they ſtirred not out of 
their Cabinct, the Husband was left, 
the care of his affaires negle&ed , ſuch 
as came toſpeake of them, had no more 
audience or acceſle : all buſineſſe, all 
company was diſplcafirſg and trouble. 
ſome, all the Husband could haue, was 
after ſuppers, ſome leane entertainment, 
ming'ed oftentimes with ccrtaine am- 
biguous ſpeeches, and (miles ſauouring 
more 
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_ more of meckery , or contempt than 
otherwiſe : which began atlaſt co di- 
pledle him, and they perceined it, and 
with all, were told by 1ſabela's maide 
Tuha, that the old Woman,and Cham- 
berlaine, were diligent pricrs intorheir 
behaviours, and held hourely little 
counſailes betweene themſclnes of their 
ations ; which made them preſume, 
that they would not faile to giue the 
Knight herVncle notice of cuery thing. 
Hipolits hereupon takes new counfaile, 
which was (hauing informcd himlſelfe - 
perfealy of the ſecreateſt meane of 
comming into the Garden; by alittle 
doore out of the Parke, and thence in- 
tothe Cabinet by the cloſe ſtaires) to 
returne to Neples, as he did, and thence 
fained a iourny tothe Court of Sewsy ; 
this is giuca out in the houſe, and his 
Brothers being aducrtiſed of it, doe 
gladly furniſh him with Horſes, Mo- 
ney , and Letters of fauour to their 
By friends. 
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friends. Hee would yet carry but one 
Lacquey with him, whome hee wholly 
afſfied in, and with him went to a houſe 
of his Brothers the Notary (ſome cight 
miles from Naples. where hee at that 
time was) from thence his 7/abella had 
newes of him; and there he lay con- 
cealed for the fpace of two moneths ; 
going thence cuery ſecond: or. third 
night to ſec her hauing found by-waies 
into the Parke, whence he paſt into the 
Garden, and ſo into the Cabinet ; hee 
arriucd there commonly at nine or ten 
at night, mcanc while his man held his 
Horſes in a moſt vahanted, and re» 
mote place of the parke, where hee a- 
waited him til two or three in the mor- 
ging, and to auoid all ſuſpition, ſhee 
vſed before, to retire ker ſelfe into her 
Cabinet after Suppers , and 1ye there 
alone. et 

From the beginning ofSeprember gill 
about the end of OZober, —— 

c 


— 


Sod $Ronds OS 64 as con 


of Hipolito au4Tfabella, 119 
held betweene them : But alas, the 
night hath eyes, and tructh is ſecne in 
the darke, Tis knowne Hipelito con- 
ceales himſelfe in this houſe. Pompeto's 
Vncle that had vnderſtood all the paſ- 
ſage of his former journey, knowes this 
| laſt deceit too, but nor the conuciance 
of the Cabinet. Hee growes more in- 
raged than cuer ; goes to his :Neece, 
taunts her with all the ſharpeſt lan- 
guage hechad, threatning herand her 
Hipolito, with no lefſe than an ignomi- 
nious death ; tellsall ro the Husband, 
reproching him for his little ſence of 
this iniury, and his want of courage to 
revenge-it. + ,.;-_, : ; 
And hauiog lufficiently plaide his 
part there, gocs forthwith to Naples, 
and does thereallſo the like, diſcoucring 
all'ro Fabritio and his wifc, from point 
to point , how. cuery-particular had 
paſt, the warnings hee had giuen, and. 
intreaties he had made to them to: de- 


f20 TheTragicall Hiſtory 


fiſt from their courſe : then inueyes a- 
painſt the Notary, who denies his Bro- 
thers being at his' houſe (at leaſt to his 
knowledg, himſelfe being then at Na- 
ples) Hipolito was forthwith aduer- 
rized of this, to the end hee might 
not bee found there ; but becadlſe thoſe 
of the houſe, could not ſo readily bein- 
firued (ſome woman and a childe af- 
firming that'he had beene there, and 
was but two dayes before gone from 
thence) this made all thereſt credible,8& 
aftcr all the bitternefle that the diſplea- 
ſure of ſach an affaire could pur into 
his words, and that hee had therewith 
bound his two brothers by their oathes 
not to receive Hipoliro, this Vnclelefe 
them ; reſoſuing to vſe all meanes to 
ſurprize him.” * © 7 | 
Thus, this poore miſcrable Loner, 


bearen' with ſo many tenipeſts , left of 


his chicfeſt friends, abandoned of all 


hope, findes* (though roo late) how 


{lirverv 


ſlippery is the downe-fall of our plea- 
ſures, and how great the diſproportion 
is of the (hort contentments, and long 
miferies of this life. 

Hee retires Himſelfe to his Brother 
Scipio's houſe, who was married ſome 
twelue miles from Naples, in the way 
to Svca. There he remained ſome daies, 
and after hauing reſted his wits diverſe- 
ly diſtracted, and oucrwrought with 
the conſideration of the extremitic hee 
was in, and whar courſe was fitteſt to 
bee taken, hce reſolued by the aduice of 
his Brother (a man more ſubtile. in 
vice, than ingenious in vertuous -mat- 
ters) to cauſe diſperſed abroad, arumor 
that hee was ſlaine, hoping by this 
meanetodrowne al noiſe alrcady ſpread 
of matters paſt, and lay a certaine 

ound where on to build the laſt de- 
1gne for the contentment of his Mi- 
ſtreſſe and himſelfe. Y 
* Before he began to put this in execu- 
tion, 
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tion, he ſent her a Tablet full of ſtanzes 
written vpon the ſubic& of his For- 
rune, coucred with Gold, ſowen fullof 
Thornes to the life in Inameled worke, 
and in the middeſt of either face was a 
Tombe of blacke Amell, and on the 
topofita Semperuine tothe life, and at 
the foote written, Del piacer Sepolto la 
ſeranza vin, with this letter follow- 
ing,which the Nunne (whom he ſent it 
to,) cauſcd to be deliuered. 


I.” not theſe accidents that combat 
vs, 1 beſeech you, drive you into de- 
ſpaire of their remedy. Beleene mee | 4s 
long 4s Heaven ſhall ſpare mee life, our 
misfortunes ſhall enioy mo peaceable wvi- 
Fory outr v3, nor fall on vs vnrefiſted 
And ſince what you ſafer, proceedes only 
through my occaſion, if my. death could 
deliner you, 1ſhould hold it moſt happi- 
ly gained s but knowing it Unawaile« 
able , and that it would rid onely me out 


of 


I 
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of paine ;, to faigue it may perhaps gine 
remedy to ws both. Let not then the 
newes. you ſhall heare of it afflict you, as 
a arnth ; though in appearance as be. 
leeving it, Tis the laſt, and beſt meaxe 
> # hane reſolued on, to gaine ws the free- 
dome of our contentments': defiring. 
therein on:ly, and onely aiming at your 
bappineſſe,and that I may ſtill enioy your 
lone, bee happy torecgine your comman- 
dements, and ſerue you bauing nothing 
ſo deepely ingraned in my ſoule, as the 
faithfall obſernance 1 owe yeu ; and if 
any remembrance ſhall accompany it's 
immortalitte, beleeur, it will bee onely 
that of yoar name, and of my obligati- 
on ; the which though it hee wnpeſſible 
for mee 10 repay, my will at leaſt (hall 
nener faile mee. But 1 as yet, giue you 
onely words, the ſhadow ; I hope ſhortly, 
29 deedes will proue enonzh fortunate, 
zo let you ſee the body. 

| Soone 
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Soone as Hipolito was ſure his Mi- 
ſtreſſe had recciucd his letters, hee be- 
ganto play his fained Tregedy, certaine 
people are ſet on, who come betimes in 
the morning to his Brothers lodging, 
telling him cbar there was a man vaine 
chat night in the next Village, vpon the 
way to his houſe, with the Horſe hce 
rode on, and it ſhonld ſeeme was his 
younger Brother. He riſes haſtily, and 
goes to the place whither theſe people 
led him where he found a thing truſt 
vp informe of a man, which hee had 
cauſed to be tuft with haye, and dreft 
vp ina ſure, his Brother had ſometime 
worne , cut and mangled in dincrſe 
places reſembling blowes, and thruſts 
with ſwords, and all beſmeared with 
blood, and his horſe alfo dead by him, 
He takes a Notary of the Village, and a 
Prieſt for his porpoſe, and in preſence 
of thoſe that conducted him thither, 
and ſome other of his owne people, 
cauſcd 
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'[' canſed to bee made averball procefle, 


 howhisBrother Hipolizohad beene by 
them found in that place, newly ſlainc 
with ſomany hurts, io ſuch places, clad 
in ſuch a ſute, his Horſe likewiſe dead, 
beſide him : and inſtantly , omitting 
nothing that might make all credible, 
cauſed that bundle, or falſe man to bee 
buried as if it had beene the body of 
Hipolits , in the Church of that Vil 
lage ; puts him felf® into. blacks, and 
ſends foorthwith , the verball pro- 
celle to _ to his Brothers ; cre 
long, the death of Hipoliro was gene- * 
rally bruted about, and came to the 
cares. of Pompejios and his wife, who 
faining to belceuc it , (and the Hus- 
band belccuing) ſeemed much to 1a- 
ment it. 

The Winter was at that time well 
ſpent , when Hipo/ito having executed 
this ſtratagem , gets him diſguiſedall a- 
lone, on foote, by night, by vauſed by- 
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wayesto the Parke of Pompeio's houſes | 


and lodges in his Miſtreſſes Gabinet» 
where hee was two dayes , there they 
conſulted 'of whatwas to bee done, for 
their delivery ourof thraldome. 

It was concluded then , that they 
muſt refolue forCypres, or Candy, and 
that, to that effe& hee would prouide a 
Barke, and lay it ready viQualled, and 
furnifht of all tjngs fir, againſt the 


endof March, or beginning of April 


next; - For this purpoſe [hee gaue him 
ſuch monies as ſhechad,reſoluing with- 
all, toemploy her vttermoſt indeauour, 
to get together the moſt ſhee could, to 
make'their voyage, and maintainethem 
after. In the meane time, they reſol- 
ued, he was to viſite her, with the oft. 
ncſt, and ſecreteſt meancs hee could, 
hauing pronided himſelfe, of fome ſafe 
retraite for himſelfe not farre off. | 

Being gone, fhee aduiſed with her 


 felfe, to perſwade het Husband to make 


a 
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a voyage into France, the peace being 
made betwcene the Kings of Frarce, 
and Naples, Shee wanted no faire in» 
ducements to vrge him with ; how it 
was a ſhame for one of his age, & place 
in the world, to haue nener ſeene other -. 
than the angle kee was borne in : thar 
this voyage would faſhion, and make 
him vp better ; and yeeld him more 
known, and honoured of the beſt and 
Nobleſt company : that hee had nor 
yet gained that cſtceme in the World, 
that hce might enable himſclfe to cx- 
pe& , by more inriching his minde, 
with experience to judge, and abilitic 
to diſcourſe, in which an infinite ef 0. 
thers outwent him, and were therfore 
preferred, and reſpeed before him : 
which both in birth and mcanes, and 
all other things, were farrero yeeld to 
him : and how though his are C- 
Nate in poſſeſhon yeelded Him not 
much , ſhee would finde him cnough, 
LE ; without * 
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without much preiudicing it , for that 
effe@: thar his lands were well cimbred, 
ſo as thefale of foure, or fine thouſand 
crownes worth , would not bee much 
miſt: that they would leaſe out part of 
their lands, and make that way as much 
more mony in incummes : and that \| 
with ſuch alike ſumme, he might make 

is voyage with credit and bonour: 
how for her part, {hee would keepe 
but ker maides ;,"and one man, and 
to auoid expences, would retire her 
ſeife to Naples to her Mother , who 
ſhce knew would thinke her company 
no trouble. 

Shee gildes her language ſo well, that 
her Husband beginnes to reliſh the 
motion, and goes to his Vncle and 
gardian, and communicates it to him 
who likes well cnough of the buſi- 
neſle ; and giues the charge to 7ſabeha, 
to finde Merchants, and makethe bar- 
gainc with them, ſaying, he would au- 
thorize 


| 4 


'{ thorize her , becauſcher Husband was 
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yet in his minoritie; 

You may imagine whether {hee be. 
ſtirred her ſelfe or no,or Hipplito of the - 
other fide , who (having pronided a ' 
Barke, Rigged, ViRualled, and furniſht 


With all things neceſſary to'make the 


voyage into Cypres, vpon the firſt day 
of April) goes conhidently abont with 
his Lacquey diſgniſed , like Venetian 
Merchants , coaſting the Country, to 
look out ſome place of retraite for 
himſelfe ncere his Miſtreſſes houſe 3 
and as there is no difficultic, but money 
paſſes rhrovgh ir, hee gaines by that 
baite, a Countrey fellow that dweltin a 
little houſe, by a Wood's ſide; farre 
cnough from neighbours, and 'onely 
three miles off from his Miftreſſe;where 
he remained till tlie period of his mif- 
fortune, faining himſelte fled our of 7 e- 
"nice for certaine debts, and that during 
his abſence , his friends were labou- 

K » ring 
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ring ſome reaſonable compoſition for 
him, with his Creditours, his poore 
Hoſte, for the profit hee receiued by 
him, could haue wiſht him ill in buſi 
neſſe : hauing expreſſely forbidden 
thoſe of his houſe, not to diſcouer him 
to any one, ſcrued him with all things 
for himſclfe, and his Horſes. 

When hce went by night to ſee his 
Miſtreſſe (which was often) hee made 
his Hoſt belecuc, that it was cither to 

 ſpeake with ſome that negotiated for 
him, or to deliuer, or to recciue letters 
at a place they were ſtill by appoint- 
meat left: | 
In the meanc time, 7/abell; for her 
part was not idle, for hauing bargained 
for five thouſand crownes worth of 
timber , with Mcrchants that had the 
mony ready at an howers warning, 
and leaſcd out a great part of her Hus- 
bands lands for certaine yceres, forthe 
receipt of fiue thouſand more, ſhee ad- 
'  uertized 


of Hipolito azd Iſabella, 1; 1 


uertized the Knight her Vncle of ir, 
and intreats of him to come the eigh- 
ceenth of March, ro ſce the covenants 
diſpatche for his Nephew, her Huſ- 
band, athis houſe : whitcher hee came 
the ſeucntecnth day,to dinner. 
Hipolsto and Iſabella had determi. 
ned (this money being recciued, and 
lockt vp in her Cabinet, which they 
made account would be art the furtheſt 
by the ewenticth day) to depart the 
night following vpon Hipolite's Hor- 
ſes, hee carrying his Miſtreſſe behinde 
him ; and his man, and her maid vp- 
on another Horſe, all laden with as 
much as they could carry in money, 
and Tewels, and gaine that nighe the 
Port Gaietta, and ſtraight hoiſe yp the 
failesof the Barke that lay ready for 
them, accommodated at all points, as 
well with Linnen, Cloathes, Bookes, 
as all other neceſſary moucables. 
The Knights-two ſpics had fo well 
K 2 watcht 
"MF 
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watcht ouer the vnfortunate 7ſabella, 
that they had heard ſome one walking 
and talking in the night with her in 
her Cabiner, who they knew were none 
of her women , having found them 
both a ſleepe in her gardrobe: beſides, 
had further diſcouered , that 7ulis did 
_ often times conney meat, and wine ' 
thirher, withour telling for whom : 
and at three or foure ſeuerall times, 
- that it had rained inthe night, they 
had tra& the footing of ſome perſon, 


-- going and comming through the Gar- 


den, to the ſtaire of the Cabinet, and 
thence to the parke gate, and the entrie 
thereof beaten with the footing of a 
Hoefe. i 

All this is told to the Knight, 
foone after his'arrival}, who- without 
\ feeming to haue knowne any thing 
; new; paſles the reſt of the day in di- 
* ſcour of his Nephew's voyage ; of 
_ thetraine he ſhould carry with him, of 


« the 
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the gouernment of his expences ; and 
time of his ſtay abroad , and his re- 
rurne. "7 4 

The night being come, hee ſent one 
of his men to warch withour the Park 
gate, wich was faltned onely; bur that 
of the Garden lockt every night, com- 

-manding him to conceaic himſelfe all 
hee could, and ſpeak tono man. of ir, 
and if hee ſaw any one come in thar 
way, to bring him preſent word. That 
night there appeared nothing 4 the 


-next morning berimes,” the Marchants 


come, the couenants ate paſt, and di- 
ſpatche, the laſt monies receiued and 
lockt itito- 1ſabella's Cabinet, and- ear. 
ly enough for her to aduertiſe Hipokro 
of it, by that meane they vſed to heare 
from one another thoſe daivs they met _ 
not, which was by leauing their letters 
in a hollew tree in the Parke, whete 
they ferchr, or ſent for them at a-fit 
houre, Hipolito ſent his man thither 
K-9::- 55 DJ that 
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that night at Supper time, who foutid 
a little note, containing the aduertiſe- 
ment of all. | | 
The night comming”, 'the Knight 
ſends his man. apainc'as before.” Mil- 
fortune and miſchicfe intentiue to the 
ruine of theſe vnhappy leners', 'and 
meaning to ſer them for patrernes to 
ſhew how little anailes mans foreſight, 
to withſtand rhe Heauen's appoint- 
ment ; andthat when we hold the end 
of our hopes neercſt, and moſt 'cer- 
taine,'tis then commonly, that we feele 
the cuents fartheſt off, and moſt con- 
trary to our expe&ations : This miſ- 
chiefe ( 1ſay) would that Hipolite, 
who now preſumed all things ſo hap. 
pily laid, as there wanted nothing bur 
togoeto take his 1/abells, (and whom 
the long expeRance of this ſo deſired 
houre, had made vtterly impaticnt of 
any longer ſtay) came his accuſtomed 
way, atnincof theclock at night, ha- 


# uing 
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uing left his man, and Horſes in the 

Parke. 

| The Knight's man having diſcoue- 
red them, comes to his maſter vndil- 
coucred by any , tells him what hee 

| had ſecne; hec ſends him: with two 
more of his men with Piſtolls to make 
good the Parke gatc and ſtay by force 
ſuch as were gone in, or ſhoote them if 
they preſt our, they found mcancs to 
get out vndiſcouercd before the gates 
of the houſe where ſhut in. 

The Knight went to bed, ſo did his 

Nephew ſoone after, and was as ſoone 
a {lcepe ; when he knew his men gone, 
this Knight riſes, and ſends a Gentle- 
man ofhis, whom hee kept with him, 
for his Nephew's man, him hee com- 
manded,to watch and bring him word, 
when his Neeces maides ſhould bee 
gone out into her inner Chamber ; 
which having done, he ſends this Gen. 
tleman of his, commanding bim with 
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a ford drayyne to. keeps the 'women 
vpon their liucs, from ſtirring our of 
the roome they” were in, ox makingany 
roife, or exclamation.; till they were 
ſent for our. /- - 124 

- 1ulia was. within, with her Miſtreſſe 
in- her ' Cabinet: In the meane time; 
plants himſelfe at the doore of the Ca- 
binet , liſtning what was done there, 
hce could: heare ſpeaking, but not-the 
words , opening and {hurting of cofers, 
remouing of monies, andother things ; 
av length ,. after a whiles ſtay, being 
 necre cleuen- of the clock hee heard: 76- 
{ta comming to the doore,faying: I will 
goe fee then Madam, ifall the houſe be 
a feepe, and take theſe (purſes that” i 
hauc : and her Miſtreſſe anfwering her, 
ſtay nor then, for tis. time wee were 
gone; thereupos the maid halfe ope. 
. ning the doore, percciued this man 
that preſſes 'to enter in , Which ſbee 
ſtrous againit, aud during their conten- 

i 3 tion, 
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ion; Hipolizo ſaves himſclfe by the. 
. Rtaires intothe garden; thinking that he 
not: being taken, his Miſtreſſe ſhould 
runne no hazard : yet hee could not 
ſhift himſcife away ſo ſodainely, bur 
the-Knight having borne ope the dore, 
might perceiuc him ſhutting the other 
aftcr him, | 
His Nephew's man, that he had.put 

to him, centred the Cabinet with him : 
as:foone as 7/abells ſaw thar fellow, ſhe 
conld not hold from flying furiouſly at 
his face, with ſuch iniuryes aswitneſt 

the belicfe {he had of being diſcovered 

by:him. 

© - The Knight ſends him ro wake, and 

bring / his. Maſter, and ſends a- man 
hee had there of his owne in the/nexr 
roome,along with 7#/;4,intotheCham- 
ber herſcltelay in, to the end, to gaine 

the truth onr of her, more cafily by 

this ſeparation. 

.* Nature then ſhewed ſufficiently in 
| | this 
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this poore Lady, how {hee pleaſes her 
ſelfe , often times to ſtray from the 
courſe of her ordinary rules, and make 
ro appearc in ſubies wee eſteeme 
weake and lefſe perfe, high and great 
effets ; ſhewing. vs in this woman, 
| how farre differing a ſoule from the 
vulgar , and capable of rare verrues, is 
ofrcn found in that ſex: and how a 
reſojution having once taken ſure foo. 
ting in them, remaines commonly more 
firme, and immooucable, than in men 
ſhe then, in this crofſe and vn aed 
accident, inſtcad of hauing recourſe to 
' Teares, and Praicrs, (the refuge na- 
turall ro the weakeneſſe ſome impure 
to women) armed her ſelfe (contrary- 
wiſc) with ſuch an vnſtirred aſſurance, 
as armazed her enemies : for this Vncle 
having ſet his dagger to her throat, 
and asking her who it was went downe 
the ſtaircs and whirher (hee was going, 
at ſuch an houre with that money, 
which 


\ 
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which was part put up into bagges and - 


ſackes, and part ſpread upon the table 
ſhce without ſhew of amazement, told 
him, that it was the faſhion of a poore 
ſourd man, to ſpeake to a woman with 
| hisarmesin his hand, and that withoue 
more threatning it was an cafie matter 
to kill one whoreſiſted not ; that ne- 
uer noble, nor honeſt minde, vſcd to 
alotany part of his time, to ſo baſe oc- 
cupations, as to play the hourely cucf. 
droper and ſpic ouer the ations of an 
honeſt woman : that no body was 
gone downe the ſtaires, but that ſhce 
then ſhut that doore, when her maid 
opened theother to go fetch purſes, to 
put up the reſt of tharmoney vpon the 
table, ro be lockt vp : that her bidding 
of her returne quickly, that they might 
be gone, was todiſparch her ſooner to 
bed, becauſe it was late. 
The Husband being come, was not 
2 little amazed at the newes his _ 
tels 
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 telshim, which before hee dreamt not 
of : yer, cuen the Vncle himſelfe, be. 
gins a lictlero ſtagger in his confidence, 

{ceing the conſtancy of this woman ; 
when his man cameto tell him; 'if [s- 
lia might be aſſured. her life, that ſhee 
would confefle the truth, 

. . The Knightleaues 7/abella in guard, 
with this ſeruantof his, and his Gen. 
tleman, commanding themupon their 
lines, not to ſuftcr her ro riſe ont'of a 
Chaire, where they made her fie ; and 
thence, hee and his Nephew goes into 
the Chamber where 7#l/4 was, where 
they were ſcarce centred, when ſhe re. 
taining” of the baſe condition of a low 
{cruilehcart, fals full of teares at their 
feet, begging pardon ; which is promi- 
{ed her, vponatruerelation of her La- 
dies prattifes and intent, whictr ſhee 
made, and was forthwith brought 
to 1/zbefa, who bchaiding ber with 
them, and looking her in rhe face, gueſt 
how 


4 | | ” 
'& how the matter went, and forcing to 
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riſe vp, faid ; Ah falte treacher, why 
am I not ſuffered yer before ] die; to 
puniſh thy detcſtable difloyalty ? ' 
They made this maid auouch to . 
{ herall thc had told them. | 
"They ranfackt her coffers, which 
. were all open ; in one of them they 
found all the letters Fipolzto had writ. 
ten to her, bound vp by themlſclues ; 
' they found in another, her Iewels rah- 
ged rogether ; and not farre off, two 0- 
ther little boxcs of Mercury ſublimate, 
and other poiſons made into Pilles , in 
| the vpper part of one of the Cheſts, 
they found laid in a place apparant 
enough to the ſight, this followiog 
Fuidence, written with her hand. 
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Know that the precipitation of your 
indzments us ſo ſudden, ſo moued 
With paſion,and weighting to the worſer 
pars; 
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part ; #s that my departare ſhall bee no 
fooner knowne , than blamed of you; and 
my ſelfe condemned as an inceſtyous 4- 
dultereſſe, in leauing one, who is held ts 
bee my Husband to goe away with him 
that is reputed my Yucle. OE 
But 1 beeſeech all thoſe, before whoſe 
eyes this Enidence ſhall come, that ha- 
aing patiente to readit, they will rather 
ſettle their opinions pon the certaine 
. aſſurance of the trueth they finde in it, 
than wpon the falſe appearance ofa com. 
mn errour. Tis an exceeding great - 
griefe to mee, that in defence of my 1nno- 
cence, 1 muſt diſcouer both my fault, and 
my ſhame, and inhamanly breake open 
the Sepulchre , and diſeaſe the bones of 
the dead, taint the bonour, aud blemiſh 
the memory of her that brought mee into 
the Warld : But fince I bane onely this 
meane, whereby to waſh off the ſtaine of 
my reputation, 1 beſeech her Ghoſt to 
pardon mee, and both God and men not 
8 
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\ t8 impute 10 impicty, and ingratitude, 
what 1 am compelled unto through ne- 
cefiity, and for my tuſtification. 

It « knowne, and | haze learned, that 
the Lewes doe ſay, that oneh the conſent 
wakes the marriage * which conſent can- 
| z0t proceed but from 4 wveluntary and 
free will, and exempt from all force and 

conſtraint, the whith being vſed there- 
in, forbids what ariſes thence, to bee 
called « conſent of the will , and conſe- 
quently barres all peſſibiluty of eftabli- 
fbing 4 marriage vpon the contrary of 
that whence onely it ought neceſſarily 
£0 come. 

There is not any one that hath beene 
prafiiſed with any frequency in the buſ- 
neſſe of onr houſe, but muſt needs know 
wat artifices, ſubtilities, what anthori- 
ty, and force, what threatnings «nd ill 
oſages, my Father (or hee whoms I did 
eſtceme ſor ſuch ) and thoſe of whom I 
depended, hane wſed towards mee, to 

make 
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make mere codeſcend ts the Marriage 
with Sig-t0r Pompeioz their force and 
conſtraint, had the power 10 make mee 
his Concubine, not his wife ; my will 
cortradifting it, and the abilttie of be» 
comming fo , being taken from mee, ha- 


wing promiſed, and ginen my ſelfe before 


for mw! fe 20 Hipolito. 
Lad ſince the Lawes permit ſich as 
ter tnto 4: y Relizion by force, who 
bord doe, end / [weare the o4{1gation of 


; 99/2 {; j aall UVawves ; farce the 7 awes (1 
fay) ave Linus item the abilttic 10 di- 


ſperice with theſe , and giue over thas 
Orarr's x , why ſhall 07 Mar tage haut 
the like power, w/ ereo! the pr miſes can. 

wot binde thoſe mere firietly who make 
them to men , than the vowes of Religion 
doe thoſe that ſwears them to God f I 
air no :7nerant, that the common 0þt- 
non enery 0e hath, that Hipolito 4s 


Brother to my F ather, and therefore my 


Y nile, avestherby conclade my Marri- 
87t 
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are with him wonlawfall : Bat it @ nos 
{3 ng fence, but 1 may entreate ſome 
yet of this age to remember, that about 
eighteene or twenty yeeres ſince, the 
| King ſent co Naples the Merge of 

Coria,s Spanierd,who ftayed there ſome 
time, during which, he made loneto my 
Mother, and gained ſach intereſt in her, 
as that during tbe abſence of Signior 
Fabritio her Hnsband, in a voyage hee 
made to bis Holinefle, he «fe ion had 
arrined to what the affetions of men 
doe ſually pretend. For. in this time I 
was begotten : 1 call God ro witneſſe of 
my words, and that I ſpeake 4 perfect 
trath, My Mothers Nurſe, and ber 
Siſter in law the Nunne, are yet both 
lining, who are neither of them igno- 
rex8 hereof. 

But t0 alledge a proofe that may at all 
" gimes bee ommes 1 afſare my ſclfe, 

there may be found among the Regiſters 
of che T owne-T reazor, the day of the 
f L deparinre 
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departure of.. Signior Fabritio to Rome, 
aud of bs retwrne to Naples. ; 4ud by 
hu charges, and their diſcharge in his 
imployment, end the. expedition hee ob- 
had of his Halineſle; may hee ſeewe the 
day of my Birth in bs papers, andibat 
of my Baptiſme in the Regiſters of the 
Church where I receinedit... _— 

_ Let theſe bee erent, and it will bee 
found that it canzot be I ſhould bee ba 


Dangbter 4 ſince x Bey Wyant arc | 


Lawes of Natare, acbild (to line) muſt 
of meceſſity bee borne . either pow the 
f Day's ninth, or eleventh month after 
Conception:: And ſo farre was it from 
627 0], theſe. prin the Fngipning of the 
eighth after hu retarne, I was borne ; 4 
time altogether inſufficient, and incape- 
ble of giuing life 18 4 child. 
.. Being not Daughter to Fabtitio, 1 ans 
n0t- Neece,, nor of kinne. to Hipolito; 
"Now. Beg oedene and liberty begets 
the will, the will conſent, and a 
4 | = 4 the 
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| che Marriage; endihat all this hath 


ginen wee for wiſe to Hipolito : Since yo 
alliance can bee any barre betweene vs ; 
ſince force,or violence drawes, or workes 
no obligation; and fince by that oncly, 
1 was caſt under the bondage and ſerui- 
tude of Pompeio : why ſhall it noz bee 
lawſull for mee toredeeme my libertie, 
from the vniuſt vſurpation, of him that 
hath too long abuſed, and enicyed by 


| wHolence, what was none of his ; and re. 


ſtore my ſelfe , imtothe hands of him to 
whom God, the Lawes, my Ele(F;on, and 
my Faith hath givenme. 


- 


T he contentment that 1 give my ſelſe, 
in being able to worke my releaſe from 
mine exemies ; makes me reſolue to ſuf- 
er with cheerefulncſſe , all the ininryes 
of Fortune, of the Heawens, of the Time, 
f Necefiitie, and all that can happen me 
n. 4 frang Clime,: Where reſolued 10 
ve confine my ſelfe, and end the reſt 
if my dayes; 1 beg of my friends ng 
jo L 3 wore, 
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departure of. Signior Fabritio to Rome, 
aud of bg returne to Naples. ; 4nd by 
hs charges, and their diſcherge in his 
imployment, end the. expedition bee ob- 
jad of bis Halinelle; may hee ſeewe the 
day of my Birth in bu papers, and that 
of my Baptiſme in the Regiſters of the 

Church where I receiwedit.. 
' Let theſe bee broaght, and it will bee 
found that it cannot be I ſhould bee bu 
Dawngbter 'z ſince by, the immoneable 
Lawes of Nature, acbild (to line) muſt 
of neceſſity bee borne either pow the 
eventh, ninth, or eleventh month after 
Conception:: and ſa ferre w4s it from 
479 of tbeſe, as in the. beginning of the 
eighth after hu retarne, I was borne z 4 
 timealtogether inſufficient, and incapa- 

ble of giuing life 18 4 child, . _ 

Being not Dangbrer to Fabritio, 1 am 
not Neece,, nor of kinne to Hipolito ; 
"Now Boca ſedan and liberty begets 
the will, the*will conſent, and ws 
| W\ the 


F 
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| the HMarriages endthat all this hath 


ginen mee for wiſe to Hipolito : Since no 
alliavce can bee any barre betweene vs z 
ſince force,or violence drawes, or workes 
xo obligation; and fince by that oncly, 
1 was caſt under the bondage and ſerni- 
tude of Pompeio : why ſhall it nos bee 
lawfull for mee toredeeme my libertie, 
from the vniuft vſ#rpation, of hims that 
hath too long abuſed, and eniozed by 


| wiolence, what was none of his , and re. 


ſtore my ſelfe , intothe hands of him to 
whom God, the Lawes, my Ele(Fion, and 
my Faith hath givenme. | 

T he contentment that 1 give my ſelſe, 


'E 


in being able to worke my releaſe from 
mine exemies ; makes me reſolue to ſuf- 
er with cheerefulncſſe , all the ininryes 
of Fortune, of the Heauens, of the Time, 
f Neceflitie, and all that can happen me 
in 4 frang Clime.: Where reſolued ts 
2e confine my ſelfe, and end the reſt 
if my dayes; 1 beg of my friends no 
jn L 3 more, 
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more, then to forget my name, aud ima. 
gine me dead, | 


This Evidence being read, ſhee was 
asked, what ſhee intended with thoſe 
poyſons ; ſhee ſaid, ſhee made them to 
rake, if ſhee were purſued ſo narrowly, 
as ſhee conld not ſane her ſclfe ; ro the 
end, to barre her enemicsthe content- 
ment, and preuent the miſchiefe of fal- | 
ling aliue into their power. 

After ſhee had confeſt much more, 
and more voluntarily, than ſhee was 
ueſtioned ; the Vncle ſaid ; ſince you 
termined to bee your owne cxecuti- 
oner, and puniſh your owne diſhonc. 
ſty ; it were pity (though you hauc 

beene preuented inthe execution Acd . , 
wicked an enterpriſe) that you 4 
bec fruſtrated roo, in the tnſt puniſh 
ment, you hanefo well deferned, anc 
ſo pronidently prepared for you ſelfe 
andtherefore you are ſpeedily, by the 
meane 


meane of your owne appointment, to 
recciue your death ; wherewith taking 
one of the pilles, which her Vancle pre- 
ſented her , ſhe anſwered them ; iris 
for them that haue cither plcaſure, or 
deſire of life, to ſceke the meancs. to 
keep it ; and for ſuch as haue loſt both 


the one, and the other, to haſten che 


end of it, and lie todeath, which is ſo 
farre from being a thing odious to mee, 
(being depriued of my Hipelito) as 
thar (were ye as inclinable to pity, and 
ſhould deny it mee, as you are bent to 
crucley,and to giue it me) I would be. 
ſeech you, to let mec take it with my 

owne hands. 
* Now after all the trecherous and 
ignoble comſes you haue taken againſt 
= 6d muſt __ my ſ(elfe much 
nd to you, for ſhortning my miſe- 
rablelife, whoſe end, is as plcafing to 
mee, as the courſe hath beene vnfor- 
tynate : hoping that as God doth af- 
- L 3 ford 
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ford yeu by this meanc, -the triumph 
of he defires ouer me, - and mee the 
end of my afflitions ; hee will alfo 
pleaſe to giue my ſoule her reft in cter- 
nall bliſſe , which I humbly crauc' of 
him, and that the long paines of my 
life, and vniuſt Martyrdome of my 
death, may obtaine mee his pirtic, and 

my ſinnes their pardon. 
_ "Shee ſpake theſe words with ſo re- 
ſolare, and vamoued a face, and faſhi- 
on, that all choſe about her, were ſeized 
with aſtoniſhment and pitty. + 
Her Vncle himſelfe, and Husband 
began to ſpeake to her,teſtifying a mo- 
deration of their doome, and rape ; 
when ſhe ſwallowed the pill, and with 
animblc band raking two more, ſaid, 
One is too few, and nothing ishardto 
doc that giues vs contentment, and 
barges our enemies the pleaſure of a 
long vengeance. TOES 2 

 Soone after, the force and quantitie 
<oI 4 _"Y 5 


of Hipolito ani Iabella? —_ Y 


of the poyſon wrought his cffe& z and 
ſcizing all the vitall parrs, lefe her: en- 
ly power to [pcake theſe laſt words : 
Receiue, recciue, my H:polits, theſe lafi 
proofes of my afteQion ; and know by 
iny death, what power a faithfull loue 
hath in a ſoule reſolued : and vpon that 
word ycelded vp the ghoſt, in the ſame 
chaire,where they had ſet her : leaving 
her memory no lefſe admirable, for the 
conſtancy of ber cnd, then remark- 
able, for the boldnefſe of her deſperate 
enterpriſe. | 
Here ( Reader) with 1/abelia's end, 
would. I cnd roo ; fo wearied 1 am, 
- with the alrcady too fad relation: of 
theſe vnhappy Louers fotunes, and 
moſt vnwilling to adde hereto, the la- 
mentable end of the poore Hrpolite, 
whom my Authour tels mee, his 1ſa- 
bella's death, made ſo deſperate a deſpi- 


| ferof his owneliſe, as to forfake all his 


hopes, meanes: of ſuſtenance, friends 
and 
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SE _ his Coun: 

reuenges lake. 
or I finde that within few weckes 
after her death, hee ſlew her Husband 
and his Vncle vpon their way, in'a 
journey to Rome ; for which faR, nei- 
ther his Brothers ( who being queſti- 
oned abont him, were driuen to much 
trouble for him ) nor any otherfricnd, 
or his Country durſt owne him : but 
hee was conſtrained ( being oppreſt 
with extreme want) to returne him. 
ſelfe into the State of Yevice, where 
fiue yeeres after 1ſabelis's death, to a+ 
noid ſtaruing, he was inforced ta mar- 
ry a Widdow that had ſome reaſo- 
nable meanes to ſuſtaine him a while 
with, but no more than what hee had 
in a ſhorectime ſo farre waſted, as ſhee 
(as well our of diſcontentmene therear, 
as alſo diſcoucring perhaps withall, the 
many degrees of compariſon berweene 
rhe louc lhee found hee bore her, _ 
might 
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might imagine! hee' might beare to an 
Iſabella, or one more worthy of him 
than ſhee, who was ncirher handſome, 
nor well natured) poyſoned him, as it 
was thought, with a meſſe of broath, 
ſhee cauſed to bee made for him one 
morning, thathe had taken a little Phy- 
fick, for ſome indiſpoſition of body he 
complained of. 

There was found in his Study after 
hisdcath, atable which ir ſcemed, hee 
had not lang beforecauſcd to be made, 
wherein there was. painted his 1ſbells 
lying along dead, with her eyescloſed, 
and himſelfe knecling at her feet, with 
certaine verſes vnder written , ſpeaking 
(ir ſeemes) to her eyes. The verſes were 
to this purpoſe. 
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QLepein your lids (ye lonedſhades 
Of my wail d ſunnes s,) 1vow 
Tis n0t to ſpare my blood, that thus 
T ſpill my teares on you. | 
Griefe and afflition (only duc 
To me) are inſtly bent 
To gine mea waſting life, t endure 
A laſting lanzuiſhmems. 
That when mine eyes can weepe no more, . 
My heart might bleed , and1 | 
(Becauſe I liw'd the longer bhife) 
£/onger death might die. 


FINIS. 


